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Tories attack 
working class 


Last month the Government published the Employment Bil 1987 and 
renew Social Security Bill, Norman Fowler's Employment Billisthe 
Fourth legislative attack on trade union rights since 1980. 


‘Under the Bil individual trade union 
fiembers will be able t0 obsain a 
| High Court onder to prevent a union 
| cling any adsl action without 
Secret ballot Trade unions willose 
dhe ight 10 word their own ballot 
faper Clause 3 ofthe Bill wil mean 
Faevenifs union manages wins 
tnajorty in favour Of industri 2c- 
om, they will he prohiited from 
Teking any. disciplinary messes 
“Toinst individ wl dey the use 
jit decision. ‘The Bill wall effec 
ively bois the closed shop 
‘Any individual trade _uaion 
member will be able 1 take the 
| Gio ta cour if they believe dat he 
tion has acted inant wu man 
fer” Under the Billa Commissioner 
Jor the, Rights of Trade Union 
Afembers wil be appoints. o fund 
legal action taken by an individual, 
Cavs Certification Office lsoppay~ 


ad for ‘unlawful 
Snion committee members, whether 
‘voting or on- voting, will have tobe 
| petiodically re-elected “Yorough 
Postal ballot under the inspection of 
fn independent serutinise"- 
‘Workers who either “voluntarily 
leave" or ae ‘dismissed from 
Government training schemes will 
Jose their entitlement to unemploy- 
ment benefits. 


Beating 
the 
Backlash 


‘On Friday 23 October five peo- 
ple, including two RCG memb- 
ers, were acquitted of charges of 
disorderly conduct, assault and 
police obstruction. We were ar- 
Fested on 3 May following the 
‘Smash the Backlash" demon- 
stration in Haringey. ‘The march 
was peaceful and passed without 
incident; however some of the 
2000 police present provoked an 
incident at a bus-stop. 
4 Territorial Support Group (TSG) 
Secan by strip-searching two youn 
‘nd, when onlookers proiested, 
vio the crowd and arrested 
people. Dele was racially snd 
fy, abused and suffered an 
Se fitin the police van. Adam 
ai vere both punched inthe face. 
Frac and Kendia were subjected 10 
2 barrage of sexist abuse 
The prosecution case lasted six 
& Sread over a period of two 
wath ten officers. giving 
Save and more contradictory evid- 
ace Biy the sixth day, the magistrate 
SS esta patience and declared that 
was no case to answer for any 
2 defendants, We now plan to 
fu the police in the dock, charges! 
ith wrongful ares, false imprison: 
nent, assault and malicious 
prosecution. 


Nicki Rensten 
‘STOP PRESS 


Charges aguinst the Kaufman 4 have 
been dropped. FREI readers will 

‘member that our conarades were ar- 

sted afier Labour Party stewards 

Called the police w remove our com 

fades outside a Nori Westminster 

Labour Party meeting on 31 May 

1987, Kaufman was the main speaker. 


SOCIAL SECURITY BILL, 


From ext April unemployment and 
sickness benefit will be given only 10 
those who have worked for two full 
‘consceutive tax years. The 350,000 
‘who will be refused benefit will be 
forced toapply foc ameans tested In- 
teomes Supypart (1S) Benefit (replac- 
ing. the current Supplementary 
Benefit 

AlN T6and 17 year-olds who refuse 
1» Government training scheme ot 
‘her low-paid. work will be denied 
Any benefit. One-off payments for 
items such-as cookers and maternity 
‘wear will be abolished together with 
the death grant. Four million people 
‘will be worse off under the 1S 
‘benefit, with young people under 25 
receiving a basic rate of only £19.40 
perwoek 

"The prospect of means testing oF 
even abolishing Child Benefit so 
Soon afer the Tories had repeatedly 
promised that twas safe” during the 
{Eeneral election campaign. proved 
{obe too’ sensitive” un issue for them 
togoohead with just now. All Moore 
managed was to "freeze" the benefit 
at its current poverty level. 
*WORKFARE’ 
“The Social Fund benefit willbe “ent” 
‘out rather than “given” out. 
(Claimants will be offered “loans” 
with weekly repayments being 
Ueducted from their other benefits 


‘Families that are alzeady heavily in 
debt will nor qualify for the Fund 
because they will be unable to repay 
“t, Therighttoan independent sppeal 


+l also be abolishes. 

LOWPAID 

Faunidy Income ill be 
scrapped and. replaced by Family 


Graft pak throogh the wage 
packet This credit will bois he 
Erilement wo free schoo! meals 40d 
SIE. Workers” befits will Bes 
‘io the “going Ete” forthe 30, 

ess a what hci actual WAR 
Sethe bit will actaly increase be 
*Sovery tap" for those in low paid 
Boe ce Toes tack lowest paid 
ed unemployed. FRFI 72). For eX 

he Bil could teas tat lowe 
fa workers wil lose 6Sp in reat 
Mahe amd 20p mn reo reboot of 
Sresy £1 wage increase. Togsther 
‘Sith income tax and cot in Family 
Conti tat could mean thats tow 
paid worker would kp only Spout 
Ffel a week poy ris 
ATTACKS 
Despite bs welfare bets ing 
slashed 10 evel. 
public expenditure continues 10 
Grow. The Social Security budgets 

cao re 9 over £48ba next 
Sear. continally overshooting 
Govcenment spending targets. To 
ompensate for this the Tones cat 
ens even further. As the criss 
Fmtenifies, so will he attack om the 
ining. standards and democratic 
Figs ofthe working cts 

‘Nick Lewis 


Fight the _ 


Abortion Bill 


{or a single issue have 


abortion the Alton Bill represents. 


“There is one main clause to Altion's 
bill, and that is to reduce the time 
Fimit for abortion from 28 weeks 0 
18 weeks,” That in itself would pre 
vent between $000 and 6000 women 
‘ach year from having an abortion. 
These are women whose pregnancy 
is nov established until after 18 
twecks, for example, “women who 
re menopausal and whose periods 
re irregulae. Teenage women who 
perhaps want to hide their prensa 
Gies from their parents and these 
don't become visible until 20 
weeks.” 

‘One ofthe main groups of women 
tobe affected if Akon's bill becomes 
Taw are those carrying handicapped 
foctuses. Amniocentesis (a test for 
Down's Syndrome) can only be car- 
riod out afier the 16th week of 
pregnancy and there és normaly a5 
Teck delay before tests come back 
From the laboratory. 

“Defects using scans cannot be 
dotected under 16/17 weeks and can- 
thot be confirmed until 20 weeks. 
‘Therefore women in this situation 
will no longer be able 10 have: an 
abortion.” 

Two of the bills put forward, 
Nicholas Winterton MP and Edward 
Leigh, Tory back bencher, are 2 
direct attack on aboction charities 


‘These non-profit-making charities 
such as BPAS, PAS and Brook Ad- 
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visory Centres keep abortion cosis 0 
3 minimum and save thousands of 
women a year - over SO% of those 
Secking abortions - from having 10 
{g0 through unwanted pregnancies. 
Winterton's bill i ‘trying o divorce 
referral agencies from hospitals that 
perform abortions. Leigh's bill is 
Soother attempt 10 smash the 
charities. Kis saying that women 
fave to have after-care froma GP in 
their locality fier an abortion. Now 
‘women coming from Spsin, Ireland 
ie, or any woman ~ inthis country 
foo who doest't want her GP 10 
know wil pot beable to approach the 
charities. W means frish women will 
not be able to have an abortion 
because in Ireland it's illegal for 2 
doctor to refer for an abortion. You 
are talking about a return to back 
streetabortions.” 

There is mo such thing in this 
country as free, Sf abortion on de- 
‘mand fo women. As Gil said, “The: 
‘only way you should be fooking st 
the Abortion Act isin terms of im- 
proving the NHS services: impro 
Ing early terminations: improving 
{sex edocation; improving comtracep- 
tion. Thedelaying tactics ofthe NHS 
fare incredible -an unsympathetic 
Consultant and doctor can keep 
women waiting én the system until 
they are [Wor 19 weeks pregnant.” 

The min problem, Gill con- 
tinocd, "is there is 2 safety limit 


‘Anti-Fascist Action ceremony atthe Cenotaph in 


Peter Tatchell. and the father of Saranit Singh, wh 


Whitehall 8 November Included n the photo are 
"0 was murdered by racists recendy in Newtiam. 


Tamils win appeal 


(on, “This “supecior knowledge 
arises from the fact that his racist mi- 
tions, David Waddington and 
‘Timothy Renton (past and present 
afinisters of deportations) had paid 
Misits to Sei Lanka. On the basis of 
this information, Hurd claimed that 
the six were in no danger of persoct- 
tics. Oneafthesix. Navara 

‘Vathanan, had witnessed the shooting 
of his brother by the Sei Lankan navy. 
‘Jer Haar'ssubmission wasthat event 
this were true “it docss!t show the 
fav was persecuting him; So, a200"~ 
ing to the Home Office, executions 


peal tothe House of Lords which wil 
Fear iton9 and 10 November. inthe 
rocantisoe’ the cases of all other 
Dsylum sockers are being held back, 

‘Another cause for celebration was 
the release of 35 Tamils from the 
Harwich prison ship. The Tamils 
were allowed off the MV. Earl 
William not because of “additional 
‘compassionate circumstances’ 85 
the Home Office pot it, but because 
the ship had all but sunk doring the 
frureicame which hit the coast Hd it 
fot been forthe storm the Home OF- 
fice would. sill be incarcerating 
black people m Moaring death traps, 


Virman Man 


So Farewell then, 


Sir Michael Havers has abandoned the Woolsack on the grounds of 
ST-Reaith’. Noone will be sorry ta see him go. He wns the man who led 
fon of the Guildford Four and i 


‘SHOW THEM JUSTICE 
[By Mrs Elizabeth Hill mother of Irish POW Paul Hill 


‘You were fifteen years, my son, when the troubles hitour land, 

Jad stead of being a schoolboy, son. you had to bea man, 

‘Yo fooght against anjstice and they vowed they'd make you Pay 

$they locked you upin prison fo the rest of your Ife they sy. 

“Things went according to their plant 

“Til the death of Giuseppe Conlon 

AA sick and innocent man. 

“They sent innocent men to prison in the year of 75. 

Tacenc' forts injustice Guiseppe Conlon would sill be alive 

Fie death of Giuseppe Conlon that is England's shame 

Seright we mnt to vell the truth and clear this good man's name, 

“The prosccation forthe crown was Sic Michael Havers bold 

‘hod the trath about Sir Michael the poblic must be told, 

ov nding innocent people zilry promotion came his WY 

Aurney General. where will your ile get you when comes your 
Sudgement day”? 

So fight we must otell the trth about this case my $0, 

Suit you and others wrongly convicted with You 

Will see true ystice done 


More 
injustice 
ahead 
for black 
people 


the Government has just pub- 
fished its new Immigration Bill 
further undermining the rights 
fof binck British citizens and 
back people iving in this coun- 
try. The Bill proposes to over- 
turn 4 1982 House af Lords ral- 
ing and make overstaying a cri 
minal offence. also proposes 0 
overturn an Immigration Tei- 
pbunat ruling which allowed those 
claiming British citizenship to 
hnave thelr cases heard in Britain 
if the Home Office challenged 
their claim. 
The Bill will further restrict the 
Fights of an adjudicator to hear ap 
feals against deporttions on any 
Thing other thi points of law and 
wellban the entry of second wives in 
Sires of polygamous marriages 
Most devastating of al, women and 
Shldren, who are eailedtocome to 
Gorm thet husbands and fathers. il 
excluded unless proof is provided 
that they ean be acconmnodated and 
Financially supported without rely~ 
ing on the British sate 

Has the Thatcher government pre 
pares fiber round of attacks on 
Fiick people's eights in Britain, che 
time remaining to register a a Bri 
isheitizon under the 1971 National 
ty Act is fast running out, Common 
‘wealth und Irish citizens seed in 
Britain before 1 January 1973 wall 


Jose their automatic right to British 
Citizenship fthey do not register and 
pay the £60 fee by the end of this 
Year. The right to citizenship of 
Women married to British citizens 
before January 1983 will similarly 
Sisappear_ The immediate need i FOF 
everyone to register without delay 
Those in doubt as to their status 
should seek guidance from their 
Tcal Law Centres and Citizens’ Ad- 
vice Bureau, 

"A recent report by the Joint Coun 
cil forthe Welfare of immigrants has 


Decause scans and doctors examina 
tions are oflly accurate to within & 
Few weeks ad so you have to leave 
‘yourself a month. If dhe Fim is 18 
Necks we would not be operating, 
over 15-16 weeks. So really what 
this bil could do is bring the Kiet 
downto 15-16 weeks. I's crippling 
bill. It's an attack on abortion and 
‘that’s the end of it 
“The realty isthat neither Alton, all 
the other profife MPs, their 
mothers, sisters, will have 
{ face unwanted pregnancies with 
‘bo means of having abortions. For 
eh, middle class women there has 


‘always been access to expensive, 
private abortions. 

{Gill concludes on Alton’s *erippl- 
ing bil’, ‘What hasnt heen said in 
this enife debate is any question of 
the woman’s right” Alton’s Bill isa 
‘Girect attack onthe right of women to 
abortion. It is part of the process of 
forcing women back into the bome. 

“Auriel Ferme 
(Far information on ‘Fight the 
‘son Bill” Campaign (FAB) and 
‘events ‘over the coming 
‘months, phone 01-405 4801 or 
Sorite 10 FAB, Wesley House. 4 
Wild Court, London WC2B SAU.) 


Shown that the numberof entry ref 
sal fir visitors from the Indian Sub~ 
continent end west Affiea has more 
than doubled since the new vise Sys 
tem was introduced last year. The 
System was allegedly introduced to 
feligve the pressure onthe immigrs- 
tion officers at Heathrow. tn foc i 
‘was applied only t0 visitors from In 
hia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nigeria. 
and Ghana 
"Thaicher is attempting aot only t 
dixenfranchise black people living i 
Briain by depriving them of citizen 
ship but also trying to have feWe 
black people even visit Britain 
Virman Mar 


Panic selling immediately hit all the 
world’s stock markets. On the London 
Stock Exchange the FT-SE 100 index fell 
almost 250 points to 2052.3, the worst fall 
in a day since the measure was stated. 

S44bn was written off shares in one-day 

By Tuesday the fall had more than doabled 
With a further £5tbo slashed off share 
values as 1,200 million shares changed 
hands. By 4 November, a massive $14666n 
had been wiped! off shares on the London 
Stock Market since the crash began ~ an 
‘amount equivalent to nearly three times 
the total private sector fixed investment in 
1986. 

‘Tuesday 20 October saw u record fall in 
‘Tokyo as the Nikkei 225 ~ share index 
crashed 3,836 points, a fall of nearly 17 
per cent on the close of trading the pre- 
vious Friday night, The same day the 
Hong Kong market suspended trading. 
‘When it opened a week later it suffered 
nearly 2 30 per cent fall. Most of the other 
markets suffered severe losses with Singa- 
pore and Austratia among the worst. As 
‘We Zo 10 press there has been some recov- 
ery on the US und Japanese markets, down 

2.8 per cent and 13.5 per cent respective- 
ly (6 November) since the close on Friday 
16 Octoher- The London and Hong Kong 
‘markets, however, have continued to fall 
showing cumulative losses of nearly 30 
per cent and 43.5 per cent respectively 
since 16 October. The markets are very 
Volatile and it will not take very much to 
send them crashing again 

As the mrarkets in New York and Tokyo 
became somewhat ealmer atthe end of Oc- 
wher, the drama shified (othe foreign ex- 
change markets. The dollar was already at 
its lowest level in 30 years wgsins! the yen 
inspite of massive intervention by the cen- 
tral banks of Japan, Germany, and UK to 
shore itup, Inthe next week it was to begin 
‘rapid fall forcing European central banks 
‘on Thurulay 5 November to coordinate a 
love on interest ratesin an attempt to stab- 
ilise its level. By the end ofthe week it had 
fallen more than 3 per cent against the D- 
‘Mark and more than 2 per cent wesinst the 
‘yen, Since the first week of the stock mar 
ket crisis the dollar has fallen by about 7 
per cent against the D-Mark: 6 per cent 
‘against the yen and by some 7 per cent 
‘against the pound. What the stock markets 
had feared has started to happen, 


WHY THE MARKET CRASHED 


‘What staried the stock market collapse? 
‘Tt was the fear that the massive US debt, re 
sulting from its ever growing current ae- 
count und budget deficits, would now 
force the US economy. and, following it, 
the world economy, into deep recession. It 
asa fear that had become more and more 
real as il became clearer that the main im- 
perialist nations have conflicting econo- 
:icpriorities and thereforedo not have the 
political wil to coordinate a change 
domestic: policies to reduce sig 
international payments imbalances, 
patticular concern ure the massive US cur- 
ent account deficit and the very large 
Japanese and German current account 
surpluses. 

The US economy is responsible for 
about 35 per cent of the total gross national 
Droduet of the capitalist world. It has. 
therefore, crucial impact on the world 
capitalist economy, Since the early 1980s 
the rapid economic growth of the US econ- 
‘omy. fueled by Reagan’ s huge military ex- 
penditure, has prevented the world econ- 
‘omy going into deep recession. But at 
pprice, That huge military budget, and 
therefore, US imperialism's global mili- 
tary interests, have been financed by inter- 
national borrawing. The US government, 
having cut taxes for the rich and big busi- 
‘ess, has been forced to barrow massively 
to cover its budget deficit ~$221bn in 
1986. The resulting rise in imerest rates at 
tracted huge inflows of investment from 
abroad eager to take advantage of the 
hhigher returns. The dollar appreciated in 
value against the other currencies, US 
‘goods became less competitive, as cheaper 
foreign imports took 2 greater and greater 
share ofthe US market. The US trade defi- 
cit rapidly prow and is expected to reach 
‘more than $170bn this year (FAS/CIF val 
uation). This, together with the budget 
deficit, has o be financed by ever increas- 
ing international borrowing. 

World economic growth, and therefore 
the performance of the European and Jap- 


Ba *Fa 


On 19 October 1987 five years of rapidly rising share values on the world stock markets abruptly came to 


an end. On the New York market the Dow Jones industrial index crashed 508.32 points to 1738.42. $500bn 


‘have reached levels at which many com 

panies would take 150 to 200 years to 

2 pay their share prices in terms of annus 

F profits. The average price earings na 
on the Tokyo stock market three weel 
after the crash was around 45. I has. 
\way to fll, Price earnings ratios m Lox 
don were much lower, nevertheless at 
they were scine 30 per cent above te is 
torical average before the crash begun 

Money was being borrowed at 15 pe 
cent in London to buy shares yielding on) 
3 percent. Inthe US they were borrowin 
atover 16 per cea for anly 92.6 perce 
‘yield. Once it became clear that the shar 
rise in share prices needed to justify thes 
sons of risks were not likely to be for 
coming, investors started 16 get out. Th 
message by 19 October as all inte 
tional efforts to correct the internation: 
payments imbalances had floundered, b 
came clear. The reality ofthe stock mark 
bubble was exposed 
Undoubtedly there will be a great de 

‘of international activity, meetings, "sum 
mits" ec to stop the loss of confidence a 


were wiped off shares. This 22.6 per cent fall was almost double the 12.8 per cent drop on the worst day of 


the stock market crash in 1929 which preceded the great depression of the 1930s By the end of the week 


the US market had losses close to $1,000bn — equivalent to $4000 per US citizen 


ing further and driving the US econom 
and eventually the world economy ins 
headlong recession, Interest rates. hav 
been cul and some more substantial noise 
have been made by the Reagan administra 


nese economics, ultimately depends on 
the growing US deficits being financed by 
investors from the countries having cur- 
Fent account surpluses - Germany and 
Japan. The US debt has rapidly built up. 
Before the crash the net internatioaal debt 
Of the US was estimated to rise fromastag- 
ering $414bn atthe end of this year, tos 
much as $9000n, oF 18 per cent of the US 
GNP. by the end of 1990. This is simply 
not sustainable, Eventually the bubble had 
toburst, 

‘The Reagan administration has relied on 
the devaluation of the dollar against the 
‘ther major currencies to make US exports, 
‘more competitive in an effort 10 turn the 
trade deficit round. Since the dollar's peak 
level in February 1985, and following the 
slow down of US economic growth and 
Tower US interest rates, some coordinated 
action hy the main ‘Group of Five 
ialist nations has brought about 2 49 per 
cent devaluation of the dollar. However 
the trade deficit has continued to rise. Un- 
less the US severely restricts overall de- 
mand by cutting back its budget deficit, a 
falling doltar will have little impact on the 
trade deficit, and will only lead to growing 
inflation, ultimately soluble by rising in- 
terest rates and a recession 

The Reagan administration is, however 
‘oppased to both tax increases and reduc 
tions in military expenditure as a means to 
curb its budget deficit. Although reduc- 
tions inthe deficit are now inevitable as a 
result of the passage in Congress of the 
Gramm-Rudmann-Hollings Iavw., which 
triggers automatic cuts if not previously 
agreed, Reagan is attempting to limit dras 
tically such cuts, pushing any made oa to 
social expenditure. Effective cuts and in- 
creased taxation would lead toa recession 
in the United States. In the run up to the 
election, this will be fiercely resisted 
Even sffer the stock market collapse all 
that is so far on offer is a reduction of 
$30bn in 1988 ($23bn is automatic) and 
$45.Sbn in 1989. The military budget will 
barely be touched. 


1029; Pani egned on Wal Street wen he Stock Exchange crashed on Black Fey 


CITY CRASHES 


RECESSION INEVITABLE 


Whatever measures are taken to reduce 
international imbalances a recession in the 
US's inevitable. On the one hand, a rapid 
fall inthe dollar, while having litte impact 
“onthe trade deficit, would devalue foreign 
investments, forcing a flight of foreign 
capital from the United States. Japanese 
Tastitutional investors, pension funds et, 
which have Financed the major proportion 
of US debe over the last five years, had 
already dramatically reduced their invest 
ments in August when the dollar looked as 
though it would plummet again. The US 
would soon be forced to increase interest 
rates to halt the fall ofthe dollar and flight 
cof capital, pushing the US economy into-a 
recession. On the other hand, effective 
cuts in the US budget deficit would also 
have the same resull of driving the US 
ecomomy into rece: 

Worldwide 
‘0 far been avoided only by building up a 
growing mountain of debt. Total debt in. 
the US had topped $7 trillion ($7,000bn) 
last year equivalent to 1.7 times its GNP. 
A quarter of that debe was owed by the fed- 
eral government and more and mote of it 


was unlikely to be paid back. Debt repay- 
meats were solarge that they exceeded the 
-amouat spent on sll major health program- 
‘mes. For every $2 going into defence $1 is 
spent on debt. Any serious disruption to 
the US economy would threaten to bring 
this mountain of debt down. 

Inthe weeks leading up tothe crash it be- 
‘came clear that internationally coordinat- 
‘ed efforts by the main imperialist nations 
(o stabilise the dollar, achieve agreement 
for effective cuts in the US budget and 
trade deficits, and avoid the recessionary 
‘consequences through the expansion ofthe 
‘German and Japanese economies, had fail- 
ed. US trade figures, announced in Sept- 
ember and mid-October, showed a record 
deficit of S16.5bn in July and a barely 
‘smaller deficit of $15.7bn in August, The 
‘West Germans not only had failed to ex- 
and their very siugeish economy but had 
been dampening it further by raising 
Deutschmark interest rates. The US would 
hhave to follow suit and increase its interest 
rates pushing the US economy into reces- 
sion. The alternative was to put the dollar 
into free fall. US Treasury Secretary 
Baker's threat to do this afier & row with 
the West German finance minister on the 
‘weekend of 17/18 October sem the mar- 
kets into panic, The bubble had burst! 

In reality the capitalist world is awash 
with speculative money which can never 
be paid back. On the stock market money 
hhas been used to amass ever more money 
as speculators chased each others tails in 
the so-called “bull markets’ ofthe last five 
years. Share prices lost any realistic rela- 
tionship to the profits and dividends of the 
companies concerned. No wealth was be- 
ing produced, just money madeas specula- 
tors gambled on shares they thought would 
rise and those they thought would fall rak- 
ing in millions in the process. Between 
January and mid-October this year world 
Stock markets had risen by over a third, In 
Japan, as institutional investors turned 
away from foreign markets to massively 
invest in their own stock market, prices 


tion towards cutting the budget deficit 
‘Various finance ministers have spoken ou 
about the buoyancy of their own econc 
‘mies. All thismay prevent a further dram 
atic oss of confidence and delay the econ 
‘omic recession. But in the end the funda 
‘mental conflict of interest between the ms 
{jor imperialist powers make the econovni 
recession inevitable. As World Financia 
‘Markets sourly commented: ‘Nationalisr 
still rules, Its danger now isa descent int 
protectionism, trade bilaterialism , .. dis 


integration of global trade and financia 
‘markets, and impaired growth and livin 
stundards for the free world generally 
(Sepiember/October 1987). 


* CONSEQUENCES FOR BRITAIN 


The dramatic fall so far on the Londos 
stock markets is unlikely to have am i 
‘mediate and direct impact on the Brits 
economy, Unlike the United States where 
twenty per cent of personal wealth isin the 
equity markets, shares here represent only 
five per cent of average wealth per house 
hold. The vast majority of shares, more 
than 60 per cent are held by institutions 
investors, pension funds, insurance com 
‘panies and foreign investors. Tt would take 
far greater falls than those so fir to have 
the kind of impact which would seriously 
undermine pension funds: etc. Many 
shares it should be noted are still at the 
level of year ago inspite ofthe falls 

Nevertheless, the collapse of shar 
prices hus, ay one commentator put i 
‘shattered one ofthe chief pillars of That 
cherism”. This was that “self aggrandise 
‘ment was essential for economic growth’ 
Greed had become respectable’ under 
Thatcherism. (Victor Keegan, The Guar 
dian 26 October 1987), ‘There can be no 
‘doubt that the government's privatisation 
[programme has taken a battering after the 
debacle of the £7.2bn BP share flotation. 
Underwriters, used (0 enormous. fees 
‘were made 10 take a £700m loss, even 
after the Thatcher government hud inter 
‘ened to bail them out by putting a floor af 
70p on partly paid BP shares, It was only 
the Labour Party leadership who wanted 
to save the underwriters and some foolish 
investors from their lasses by withdraw 
ing the share flotation altogether. But thes: 
as seems always to be the case, the opps 
tunists had just caught hold o 
privatisation bandwagon as eve 
was about to get off 

The British economy will rap 

impact of a recession in th 


‘economic stability of Britis = 
has been built on the - 


Hatta dnad sil 


Govan Mbek! addressing a press conference on 5 November 


Govan Mbeki freed 


‘On 5 November Govan Mbeki (ANC), John Nkosi (PAC) and three 
other political prisoners were released unconditionally from apar- 
theid prisons, There have been many rumours and hints that long- 
term political prisoners would be released by the regime: these are 
the first involving prominent bhick leaders. The releases are a result 
of international pressure and Will, the regime hopes, portray the 
South African Government as humane, A government statement 
claimed that they were released in ‘the spirit of goodwill fostered by 
the coming festive season’. The prisoners on death-row, those facing 
trial for treason, and the Rundreds of detainees - some of whom have 
been detained for more than # year without any contact with their 
families or friends ~ know this to be a cynical lie. On the morning of 6 
November 21-year-old Cde Luphondo of the PAC was hanged for the 
‘murder of a Consul General in the Ciskei. The British government 
alone blocked a UN security Council motion calling for remission of 
sentence on the grounds that Luphondo’s actions were criminal not 
political. So much for the season of good wil. 

In reality the prisoners have heen of Denix Goldberg. and Nkosi, 
released because an implacable cam- refused to accept the conditions. 
plgn has been Tought for their Govan Mbeki isa leading member 
freedom, In 1985 President Botha of the ANC, jailed in 1963 for life 
‘tied (@ force the prisoners 10 sign On release he immediately made it 
tindertakingsto renounce violence in clear that 23 years of imprisonment 


onder 10 secure their release. has not blunted his commitment 10 
Mandela, Mbeki, Sisulu, all the the liberation strugee: his chief con- 
Rivonia tralits, with the exception cern was for his comrades left 


behind im prison. He stated that he is 
Silla member ofthe ANC and South 
African Comavanist Party and sup- 
ports their aims and objectives. 

Jaha Nkosi was imprisoned 
life in 1963 at the age of 17, charged 
with conspiring to commit sabotage 
He was tortured before his trial and 
because of police intimidation, he 
peared in court with oo lawyer 
Because of appalling prison cond- 
iioas on Robben Island, he like 
many other prisonecs has been 
(ueated several times for TB 

The other three prisoners released 
are: Walter Tshikile (PAC) was 
sentenced to 13 years in 1977 00 tr 
rorism charges He bad served 
previous teem of 5 years and had 
fbocn fanned. Michael Matsobane 
(PAC) was imprisoned for 15 years 
in 1979 following the Kagiso upris: 
ing: He was torured in deteatio 
Which resulted in serious damage to 


his ears. Thomas Masuku (ANC) 
was imprisoned in. 1977 under the 
Terrorism Act for 20 years 


Carol Brickley 


‘STOP PRESS 


1 October. 
Frank Larsen (or Viggo Ocrbak or 
John Willam Parker) was arrested 
mn July. He claimed tobe an AS 
fam Chet Consable of the Ministry 
Df Defence police. The nextday John 
aren (or Hans Christan Dabl ot 
John Parker and Jonathan Wheatley 
tere arrested. On 16 July Evan 
Evans was arrested 

“Two days afer the arrest of Frank 
Laren, Colonel Robert Crowther. 
South African military stich att 
South African embassy, wax expel 
eo. or left bis own accord 
Seychellois exile opponent of the 
Albert René and 
tember of ‘the. Seychelles 
Democratic Par, Pierre Ferart 
seas beld for 48 hoore under the 
Prevention of Terroraen Act then 
releasd withou charge 

Frank Larsen wes found in posses 
sion af thousands of documents i- 
lading clasrfied MoD snd Foreign 
Office ‘material, MoD. securty 
passes, warrant cards for Hone 
Kong, Seychelles and British pice, 
2 700 page document, “Operation 
Layout? sandtobea CAMS plato 
vert the Aber René gover 
tent drawn up i 1979 and a hicst 
STANC meters. These documents 
ae now claimed i be forgenis by 
the goverment. This bogs nomber 
| ‘Sfquestons: who forged them? Who 
| provided the expertise to make the 
| forgedes plausible? Why were 

charges of forgery not proceeded 
| sit 
| “The ploters were conspiring 
| simultaneously to kidnap members 
of the ANC aod 10 overthrow the 


Nicaragua 
Ceasefire 


| Om S November the Sandinistas 
| agreed tof ceasefire negotiat- 
| fons with the Contras, request- 


Statement on 
Enniskillen 
bombing 


AAs we go to press the IRA have 
sued 3 statement on the Ennis- 
ies bombing (Sunday 8 Novem 
er) i= which 11 people died and 
sever 62 were injured. The state- 
eee ay chs the bomb. targetted 

forces, was accidentally 

= British arm 


eitferent to, or even appla 
‘See Liling of Trish people by the 
UC and British army. We repeat 
swt we have always said about 
See Tncidents: all deaths. and 
Ss Oe tt worn 
Ses reall of British imperialist 
‘Sccupation of the Six Counties, 

‘Tae only way to bring a just and 
‘esting peace to Ireland is troops 
‘eat now; self determination for the 
Irish people. 


The jailing of 
Gilbert McNamee 


‘On Tuesday 27 October Gilbert McNamee was sentenced to 25 years 
in prison for conspiracy to cause explosions. 27 year old McNamee 
‘worked in Kimble Electronics, Dundalk. This, he said, could explain 
how his fingerprints got onto circuit hoards and other items found in 
‘arms dumps. 
The original charge of conspiracy 
against McNamee covered 2 period 
in which there were bo borings in 
Britain, Ten days before the trial 
began the period was extended 
backwards 10 cover the Hyde Park 
bombing 

‘The link between the circuitry 
coand after the Hyde Park bombing 

nthe circuit boards in the dumps 
that they were of similar design. 
tere wns to Foreesic evidence [i 

‘McNamee to Hyde Park 
Daring the trial the jadge ordered 
a further amendment ofthe charge to 
cover conspiring to cause explosions 
in the UK and elsewhere 10 incor 
porate the fct that Dundalk is not in 
the UK. 

Gilbert McNamee repeatedly de 
nounced the IRA for the death of 


Following the conviction all the 
‘British papers dubbed McNamee a 
‘master bombmaker’ and linked bir 
with bomb explosions unrelated to 
the actual conviction. 

"The Daily Mail, in ana 
The Student of Death 
tha 


lecalled 
reported 


detectives believe he may have 

been responsible for up to 90 deaths, 
with s hand in every IRA outrage of 
the last decade.” (28 October 1987) 

‘This outrageous media coverage 
which was repeated time and again in 
TV and radio news programmes, is 
bound to prejudice MeNamee's ap- 
peal against conviction. 

‘Brian Rose-Smith,McNamec’s 
solicitor, announced that McNamoe 
‘would be appealing against convic- 
tion on the grounds that he did not 


mibermoucneitk teal) Ths heron lar Gol fac promaeae 
weliicmperckatoaten: "Tobesldart onsets 
Shure HEA vaumcer_ thunderace 

rth tial Sion Pemsnd"Hehad_ Wk hn toh Hye Park bombing 
no conection wit he Repubican The McNames case iy indo, 
mova He never ba’ Tar is onic cramp of Bch paste 
{oti exampie of Bric ae Peal McKinay 
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ing Cardinal Obando to act as 
| mediator. On the same day 

| President Duarte of El Salvador 
| announced a unilateral cease- 
| fire. Duarte, having just propos- 
| ed am amnesty for the death 
| squad that raped and murdered 
| 4 US nuns, is praised as a 
| speacemaker” by Mayor Koch of 
| 


New York, while the architect of 
the Central American peace 
plan, Costa Rican President 
Arias, is awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
Arias it was who echoed Reagan's 
ence that the | Sandinistas 
‘negotiate directly with the Contras. 
The US is hoping to recoup its 
diplomatic position by placing more 
‘and more demands upoa the Sandin- 
jstas through the agency of Arias, 
Duarte ec. Eventually, the Sandin- 
{stas will either be driven into retreat 
by making concessions to the Comt- 
+as, or into isolation from tbe Central 
American Presidents by appearing 


‘uncompromising. In his “context 
‘Contra leader Adolfo Calero's 
House of Commons visit is valuable 
to the US tecause it bestows legit. 
‘ey upon this mercenary outfit 
‘imately, the fate of Central 
America will not be decided oa the 
chess board of diplomacy but upon 
the field of armed and mass struggle 
where the revolutionaries continue 
to gain in strength, as neither the 
peace plan nor the diplomacy are dir- 
‘cied at removing the intolerable ex- 
ploitation and injustice in. Centra 


‘America 


Trevor Rayne. 


Tangled web 
of intrigue 


(On Thursday 22 October all chargesagainst Frank Larsen, Jonathan 
Wheatley and Evan Evans were withdrawn. The three had been 
charged with conspiring to kidoap members of the ANC. A fourth 
‘man, John Larsen, had had the same charge against him dropped on 


Seychellois government. The plot 
appears 10 have involved South 
African businessman Johasa Ni 
‘moller who stayed with Ferrari 
for ten days last year. Niemoller, ex 
member “of the South African 
Reece" squadron and involved inthe 
(Cabinda raid in Angola 1976, also 
Visited the South African embassy 
ducing his say, 

‘The notorious mercenary-runner 
John Banks (Angola 1976), who set 
‘up Sinn Fein National Organiser 
Joha Higgins on arms charges ia 
1977 and was involved in the 1982 
burglaries of ANC, PAC and AAM 
offices in London, met the plotters. 
He demanded $5 million. It is not 
clear how much money was paid 10 
Banks. No one knows what happen- 
edvoit 

rank Larsen claimstohave work- 
for British inclligence in Africa 
land tohave served in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe). If he is Viggo Ocrbak 
then he served time in Norway in 
1976 for fraud, forgery and assault 
sand then departed for Rhodesia, 

Evan Evans, who keeps SS dag- 
gers on his wall, also has South 
Aftican connections and prior 
Knowledge, if not involvement in, 
the Cabinda raid. 

The plotirs held mectings at 1166 
Ashley Gardens, SW1, the home of 
Mr und Mrs MeNaughton. Mrs 
MeNaughtou 3s 2 Tory councilor in 
Surrey. The pliers had letters, sow 
laimed tw be forgeries, fromleading 
“Tories including Fuian Amery MP, 
Sir Edward Gardner ani David 
‘Waddington MP, now Chief Whip 


tod formerly the Home fice 
Minister who le the campaign to 
deport "Viny Mendis Betsh i 
tEligence kre oehing asap 
ung om the mile of 1986 Bt 
Sitting 
‘Since the South Afric cout ul 
ing nthe exe of anal Ebrahim, 
inapped in Swaziland, tha KA 
popnieg ae OK provided Cat no 
Bont Afritan everament or ecu 
22 Treas aan nerve 1, 
isc denne mts, Ago 4 
vee Tore Sena than Freak 
‘What this affair demand was x 
boron pic nein. Tr 
before jury igh hve provided 
this The DePhaxprevemted st What 
hus te Brush poverpmen got 10 
Fide ts past and conning ol 
tration wih apartheid seu 
forests wel kn 
tipo Tz Outer, the DPP was 
saiied that there vas safc 
Srience lo poset, On thal ay, 
Seong tae Obsever, Mis 
appealed for theese toi deoppe 
‘The police wanted i contin. The 
Pe led aginst them. Alan 
Green's casantion le tte 
Gecumens "were. examined and 
found tobe Togsies Yet these 
ociments wer nth possesion of 
the pice since 10 July. Were they 
pot xamined until Oster? 
heaton of ANC conrades, So 
ty South and Pree Cinwal it 
‘Cearnga igh Court plete 
documents wil ore tured othe 
ples pedis posible tages 
ee isto be cimended Tt espe 
open the pesity of dcovering 
thro wel he ene of 
Thstanped web 
Terry O'Halloran 
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Summary execution 
on the streets 
in Palestine 


{They do not use the death penalty in Israel. They just kill people in 

‘he streets,’ (Dr Abdel Shafi from the occupied Gaza Strip) 
While Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe toured the Middle East in 
October the ‘Israeli’ army was killing Palestinian people protesting 
‘against Zionist occupation of their land. Since mid-October, at least 
10 Palestinians have been shot dead, over 40 wounded and hundreds 
imprisoned. 
On 12 October Israeli soldiers killed 
2 Palestinian mother in Ramallah on 
the West Bank. On 14 October an 11 
year old girl was shot dead in the 
Gaza Strip. On 28 October a Palest- 
nian student was shot ‘while com- 
memorating  Zionism’s 1956 
massacres. This is Zionism’s “iron 
{at policy that Howe did not eare to 

Howe follovss in the footsicps of 
the infamous Lord Balfour, British 
Foreign Secretary in 1917-70 years 
ago in November 1917 the Balfour 
Declaration supported ‘the 
establishment in Palestine of 3 a 
tonal home for the Jewish people’ 
‘and committed British imperialism 
Sto. use its best endeavours 10 
facilitate the achievement of this ob- 
ject’ In 1917 Jews in Palestine form 
‘A less than 10% of the Palestinian 

ion. A “Jewish homeland’ 

ould be formed only by means of 
tuthless oppression of the Arab 
Palestinian ‘majority. Balfour was 
sanashamed 


700,000 Arabs 


“The rcist Labour Partyand TUC en- 
dorsed the Balfour Declaration in 
December 1917, Thus was the basis 
Set for the bloody reality of the 
Zionist state murder, land. rob- 
ten, systematic racist oppression 
ad penocile 

‘On the 7th anniversary of the 
Balfour Declaration, an official 
“Usraeli” report exposed the brutal 
tnethods of Shin Bet ~Zionisr’s in 
temmal security service. Por 20 years 
Sin Bet ha ben using physi! and 
peyehological torture 10. extract 
Confessions from Palestinian 
Prisiers inthe West Bank and Gaza 
Scrip. Shin Bet also systematically 
lied” and perjured themselves in 
Zionist courts. ‘The Zionist sate 
learnt its methods from British im 
perialism itself. Indeod it sill uses 
British Palestine Mandate Laws 10 
azz and “imprison Palstinans 
‘withow trial and to deport them fom 
their homeland, 28% 

"The Palestinian masses will never 
accept the existence of the Zionist 
"in Palestine we do not propose to state. ‘They are responding to its 
even go through the form of con- “iron fis” with armed operations, 
sulting the wishes of the present mass popular street fighting with 
inhabitants Zionism. i... barricades, petrol bombs and blazing 
far profound impor than the cst stikes 
desires and_prejodices of the ‘Ealdie Abrahams 


HANDS OFF IRELAND 


COURT OF APPEAL 


HEARING FOR 


BIRMINGHAM 6 


The long-awaited Appeal of the Birmingham 6 opened on 2 Nov- 
‘ember at the Old Bailey. Although the six are so widely recognised 
tobe innocent that even in prison they have not been held as high- 
security prisoners, the Appeal was switched to the Old Bailey for 
security reasons. No doubt, the police hope to convince public 
opinion that the six are guilty. Much hinges on this Appeal: the 
liberty of the six wrongly convicted men who have spent thirteen 
appalling years in prison; the cases of the Gulldford 4 and 
Maguires, for whom a victory in this case would be a tremendous 


nae 


Lord Gifford asked the three Judges 10 
“face up to the fact that our system of 
Justice has perpetrated 2 terrible error’. 
‘Unfortunately British Appeal Courts are 
rot renowned for their ability to face such 
facts. Its only public pressure that forced. 
the Home Secretary to direct the Appeal 
Court to carry out this review. The Judges 
refused sn application for a full retrial in 
front of a jury. The Appeal hinges on 
showing the original forensic evidence to 
have been thoroughly unreliable. Scientist 
Frank Scuse testified atthe trial thathe was. 


(99% certain that the men had handled ex- 
plosives. Independent scientiss have pro- 
ed that similar results could be obtained 
from the men handling. playing cards. 
‘Scuse was retired by the Home Office in 
1985 on grounds of ‘limited efficies 

‘The other major plank of the Appeal is 
thatthe signed confessions made by four of 
the men were produced by beatings, denial 
of food and sleep. A former cleaner 
testified that he saw blood on the cell 


walls. A police cadet saw them roughly 


handled and called “Irish bastards’ 
Former policeman Tom Clarke, said that 
‘when be saw the men “They were physical 
wrecks. They'd becnhit, they"dbeea ham 
mered, they'd been made to stand, they'd 
been made to sit". Barking dogs were used 
tokeep them awake. The man in charge of 
the investigation, former Detective 
Superintendent George Reade was accus- 
ed by the men's barrister of fabricating 
evidence against the six and working out a 
Master Perjury Plan, Reade admitted that 
in 1977 the courts had awarded damages! 
for assault by the police to a man whese 
home Reade and other officers had raided. 


‘The Appeal is duc to lat for four weeks 
‘and many independent observers are pre~ 
sent. FRFI, which has campaigned on this 
case and the other frame-ups, for many 
‘years, sends greetings to the six men and 
their families...The London Campaign 
Group for the Birmingham Six has an in- 
formation centre open daily at the LSE, 
Houghton Strect, WC2. Tel: 405 7686 Ext 
2876 


100th anniversary of 


BLOODY SUNDAY 1887 


13 November marks the 100th anniversary of Bloody Sunday 1887 
when the police, having banned meetings in Trafalgar Square, vio- 
ently attacked a large working class demonstration leaving hund- 
reds injured and three dead. The anniversary is particularly important 
because that same fight for democratic rights goes on today with the 
police trying to clear the picket outside South Africa House and imp- 
sing a continuing ban on Irish demonstrations in the Square. And in 
the case of Bloody Sunday 1887 it was an Irish demonstration which 
with the help of other forces, defied the police ban and was viciously 
suppressed. 


MAXINE WILLIAMS 


the 13 November march which had aow 
‘become the focus not only of opposition 10 
repression in Ireland but also repression 
bere inBritain. And so 13 November saw a 


1887 was a bad year for the British ruling 


class. In Ireland years of rural unrest and 
agitation had led to the-formation of the 
Land League’s Plan of Campaign, under 
the leadership of William O'Brien MP. 
The Tory Government reacted furiously 
‘with the aptly-named Perpetual Coercion 
Bill which suppressed the Land League. 
At a protest mecting in Cork palice fired 
‘on the crowd killing three men. In Novem 
ber O'Brien and others were imprisoned. 

A protest meeting against repression in 
Ireland was called for Trafalgar Square by 
the Irish National League and the Metro 
politan Radical Federation, a British 
‘working class organisation. But before it 
ccould take place the Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police, Sir Charles Warren 
banned all gatherings in the Square. The 
reason for the ban was to put an end to 
large gatherings of unemployed workers 
‘which had been oceurring daily in’Trafal- 
gar Square 

‘Unemployment and misery were wide- 
spread and the unemployed began to org- 
anise, holding marches in central London, 
going into wealthy Church services and 
{turning them into public meetings and 
breaking the windows of rich men's clubs. 
‘This greatly upset London's rich who ob- 
jected to the working class parading its 
misery in the rich heart of London instead 
of quietly:starving in the East End. At 
night destitute people slept in the Square 
which in the day time became home to 
meetings addressed by socialists. The rich 
were ratled ~ hence the ban. 

The working class and radical organisat- 
fons redoubled their efforts to mobilise for 


powerful fraternal alliance of Trish people 
marching to defend the rights of British 
people and British people marching to op- 
pose repressioa in Ireland, 

Despite the fact that their unity gave 
them impressive forces ~ 80,000— the 
police were well-prepared. Police and 
soldiers Were out in force and Trafalgar 
Square was surrounded. But all over Lon- 
don demonstrators began to gather ready 
to march on the Square, As each process- 
jon came close to the approaches to Traf- 
algar Square it was fiercely attacked. One 
‘contingent was attacked inthe Strand, 8000 
others crossed Westminster Bridge where 
with linked arms they rushed Parliament 
‘Square using pokers and iron bars to def- 
end themselves. Others were attacked in 
Haymarket. Eleanor Marx, champion of 
Irish rights was attacked: "I have never 
seen anything like the brumlity of the 
police’. She was bludgeoned by mounted 
police and would have fallen under their 
hooves but for an old Trish man who res 
cued her, his own face streaming with 
blood. 

400 had managed te get near the Square 
and, standing where South Africa House 
now is, they tried to get into the Square 
They were led by the Chartist John Burns 
and Cunninghame Graham, an MP. Both 
‘men were beaten and afrested when the 
‘crowd was attacked. Opposite St Martin's 
‘Church the Life Guards arrived and, hav- 
ing read the Riot Act, charged the crowd 
clubbing people with their rifles 

200 demonstrators were taken to hospit- 
al, 3 died asa result of injuries, 300 arrests 


NOTICE! 
TRAPLUGAR SOUR 


Meetings banned - 8 November 1887 


were made and 160 were imprisoned for 
between 2 weeks and five years. Five days 
later the Law and Liberty League was 
founded. Uniting diverse forces from Rad 
icals to socialists, its aim was to protect 
free speech, the right of assembly in Traf- 
algar Square, oppose police violence and 
pay court fines. Such a body would be as 
‘welcome today as it was then. 

‘The following Sunday saw many going 
back to the Square and they were again 
savaged. One man, Alfred Linnell died 
from his injuries, His funeral, attended by 
100,000 was organised by the Law and 
Liberty League. From the hearse hung the 
rod flag ofthe socialists, the green-yellow 
flag of the Radicals and the Green flag of 
the Irish— the forces who had united to 
fight for the Square. These forces —the 
working class. democrats and oppressed 
peoples ~ st sent the alliance which 
‘could most powerfully Fight for democrat 
ic rights today. Equally, Bloody Su 
showed that by giving support to the 
struggle the British working class takes up 
the struggle to defend itself. It is a les 
that today's movement has, unfortunately 
tore-learn. 


British repression 
in the North... 


Gerry Adams campaigning in Belfast during the recent loca by-elections 
Since Sinn Fein’s first electoral successes, the British governmen 
has faced a dilemma: it cannot ban Sinn Fein outright and retain it 
‘normalisation’ propaganda, but, equally it cannot sit back whils 
Sinn Fein's votes undermine the SDLP and give the lie to the Britis! 
argument that revolutionary Republicanism has little support. Henc: 
‘Tom King's latest proposal to force electoral candidates to sign : 
declaration that they ‘will neither support nor assist the activities o 


According to press reports and to Danny 
Morrison on TY, Sinn Fein would not 
allow a “form of words’ to prevent their 
‘candidates standing. This was confirmed 
by the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis. Viewing it 
5 cynical attempt to disenfranchise 
Republican voters, they would sign such a © 
declaration, obviously without subscrib- 
ing wits sentiments. However. this leaves 
‘open the question of what action can be 
taken when candidates are challenged in 
the courts, which the proposal allows 
‘Already the propaganda has failed in its 
jms of placating Unionist parties. They 
want to sce tougher action agaist Sinn 
Fein’s electoral participation. Meanwhile 


any organisation proscribed in Northern Ireland’. 


the SDLP’s objection tothe pan is noc 
it is undemocratic but that it hands Sis 
Fein ‘a propaganda issue on a plate’ 

‘Sinn Fein’s recent byelection victor 
‘winning two more seats on Belfast Ci 
Council, shows what is at stake. Sin 
Fein's Fra McCann won a landslide vi 
tory in the Lower Falls, polling 5,425 fr 
preference votes to the SDLP's 1.911 
‘After two years ofthe Anglo-Irish Agre 
ment, designed to undermine t 
‘Republican Movement and promote on 
stitutional nationalism, Sinn Fein = a 
the largest party onthe City Council sp 
‘from the unionists themselves, 


..-and in the South 


Implement the Extradition Treaty . . . or else is Tom King’s threat t 
the Haughey Government. The Extradition Act which will throw eve! 
more Republicans into British courts and prisons, is the Twenty Si 
County government's only bargaining card at present. And 

response to even their pitiful requests for minor reforms, King ha: 


‘The Acts due tobe ratified in Dublin on 1 
December against considerable domestic 
opposition. In return, Haughey and co. 
hhave yet to show a single meaningful (or 
even cosmetic) reform of the Six County 
judicial apparatus. Public opinion in the 
South is asking whether Irish citizens 
should be extradited w face Diplock courts 
‘orcourts in Britain, The cases ofthe Birm- 
ingham 6 and Guildford 4 loom large when 
the track record of courts in Britain is 
considered 

‘Haughey's government has humbly ask- 
‘ed simply for three judge rather than one 
judge juryless courts in the North, Even 
this istoo much for the British government 
who have instead offered to ‘Timit’ the 
range of cases tried by Diplock courts. 
King has madeit clear who is boss: failure 
to implemen the Act will have “very 
serious consequences for Anglo-Irish 
relations” 

Such talk makes the Dublin government 
nervous, They do nol want a serious 
breach with their British imperialist 
masters. But equally they do not want to he 
seen 1p be so craven that public 
turns against them. Tl 
already mu 
Their di 


Birmingham 
cause widespre 
potentially res 
Six C 


bluntly told them they have overplayed their hand, 


FIGHT RACISM! 
FIGHT IMPERIALISM! 


another can ever itself be free’ 
A SERIES OF FORUMS WHICH 
WILL ANALYSE AND DISCUSS 
BRITAIN'S RELATION TO 
IRELAND AND THE IRISH 
REVOLUTION 


Wednesday evenings 7pm prompt 
Friends Meeting House, Euston Road 
London NW. 

{opposite Euston Station) 

18 NOVEMBER 
Irish Prisoners in British gaole 
The H-Block and Armagh hunger 
strikes. Political prisoners in 
England, 

‘25 NOVEMBER. 

Iretand: the key to the British 
revolution @ The British labour 
and trade union movement has 
betrayed the Irish liberation 
struggle and therefore cannot 
defend the British working class 
© Britain cannot play s 


PRISONERS FIGHTBACK! 


Scotland: 


the struggle for prisoners’ rights 


class and oppressed people, for fundamental democratic rights in the prisons. 


John Gallagher 


On 26 September John Gallagher was moved from Shotts prison to’ 
the barbatic Inverness ‘cages’, The authorities have given no reason 
for this move. John's brother, George, told FRFI about the attack on 


John Gallagher. 
{Last summer John was moved tothe Seot- 
| ssh prison system's “showpiece”; Shotts, 

He was happy to be moved 10 the more 
‘iberal regime at Shotts. However, he was 
being used by the Scottish office as part of 
+ cocir attempt to whitewash the Scouish pr- 

sons. His move t0 Shotts was just for 
show. 

‘On.24 September Shots’ prisoners were 
| refusing to work in the laundry because of 
the conditions there. John was asked to 
sort ut the dispote. He tried to approach 
the head of Scottish prisons, Alistair 
Thomson, 

Two days late John was suddenly mov 
from Shotts tothe Inverness “cages: 
the interests of Shots prison’, Alistair 
Thomson has since claimed that John Gal- 

her is the sole reason for the recent 
unrest in Scottish prisons. 

Tes truc that the Brutal assuft on John 
Gallagher was one of the incidents that 
sparked off the Shotts prison protest in- 
valving more than 100 prisoners (soe 
FRFI72) 

‘On the way to Taverness John was 
scouted by eight prison officers. He was 
‘made to lie face down in the van with his 


legs tied together, He was badly beaten up, 
‘dragged out of the van, stripped and left to 
lic in laverness. 

‘When his brother George visited him ten 
ays later he still had bruised ribs and 
back, and swollen wrists. He was also de- 
pressed and run down. John went on fun- 
fer strike for four days in early October. 
His lawyer persuaded him, for the sake of 
his health, to end the bunger strike. 

‘The ‘cages’ are brutal control units 
They are cells within cells, with no sun- 
fight and many ‘special effects’ to di 
‘orientate prisoners. They provide aregime 
‘of psychological torture, John Gallagher is 
under attack for fighting back. 

Every item of John’s personal belong- 
ings has simply disappeared. His mail is 
censored and many letters have been stop- 
ped. He is not allowed to write anything 
about conditions in the ‘cages’ 

‘As George says ‘John is an embarrass- 
‘ment to the Home Office’. George and 
‘ther relatives and friends of John Galla- 
her are organising a campaign to defend 
John. FRFI is supporting that campaign 
and urges all readers who can to do like 


Barlinnie trial 


Nine prisoners are currently on trial for their alleged part in the Bar- 
| Sinnie prison protest of January this year (see FRFI 66). They face 39 
| charges including attempted murder of 112 prison officers. The trial 
|hes been surrounded by massive security and reactionary media 
hype about ‘men of violence’. Any chance of a fair trial was lost on the 
ay the trial started. 


He's getting m 
of is Hes 


aye 


‘Strangled 
frustration’ 


aletter from John Gallagher 


Many thanks for your correspondence in 
‘which you express concern for my plight 
within the Scottish prison system and, in 
particular, my current abode herein at the 
Inverness ‘cages. Itis with strangled frus- 
tration that l forward my reply to you and 
‘your organisation, for ! am not permitted 
by either management hereat or depart- 
mental bodies to discuss with anyone cir- 
‘cumstances appertaining to my situation. 
Todosowouldresultin the suppression of 
‘my outgoing correspondence. 

thas become abundantly apparent fo 
ime over the past nine and a half years of 
incarceration that prisoners throughout 
‘the Scottish penal system do not have any 
‘human rights. This has been strongly con- 
firmed by recent events both here t Inver- 
‘ness and the manner in which my removal 
‘from Shotts was conducted. Let me state 
before leaving you that | am totally devoid 
‘of areason or being herein the first place. 

As for a detailed sccount of my exper- 
ences in prison, pastand present, would 
not be exaggerating by saying that my 
‘experiences ~ hard practicalexperiences 
would engage the entire services of 
your publication for a period lasting no 
less than 12 months. 

| sincerely appreciate your offer of help 
and look forward to hearing from you 
again soon. Convey my regards and best 
wishes to everyone at FRF 

With courage and strength 
Jota Gallagher 
Itis knowing that you're not alone 


CAMPAIGNING FOR 
PRISONERS RIGHTS 


‘Mick McCallum, ex-prisoner, and 
‘campaigner for prisoners’ rights, spoke 
to FRFL about the crisis in Seottish 


{ook the decision o use the SAS [toend the 
Peterhead protest, sce FREI 72]. This 
brings us into a new era with the use of 


1. An end to the secrecy surrounding 
‘the prison system. 

2. Afullscale and public investigation in 
tothe administration ofthe Penal sys 
tem, fo eliminate all abuses of author. 
ity which are ite 

3. The immediate setting up of an im- 
‘partial and independent body to i 
vestigate serious complaints by pris- 

4. An end to the jaling of the mass of 
petty offenders 

5. Anendtoqre censorship of prisoners’ 
correspondence. 

6. Anend to the jailing of pregnant wor: 
en and girs 

7. Arend to the use of the control units 
particularly the Cages. 

8. increased and improved facilities and 
‘pen visits for al 

9. The abolition of the Visiting Commit: 
tee and Board of Visitor. 

Unrestricted access to legal advisors, 

the police and the courts, 

11. The abolition of parole, and the intro- 


In the courts, in the prisons, and outside the prisons the struggle for Scottish prisoners rights goes on. FRFI has always supported this struggle and given 


extensive coverage to Scottish prisoners’ protests. GRAHAM JOHNSON has investigated the Barlinnie trial, visited prisoners relatives, spoken to ex- 
prisoners and contacted prisoners, He has compiled this page. He spoke, on behalf of the RCG, at the Glasgow RCG public meeting in support of the prisoners 
| on Thursday 5 November. We are dedicating this page to all those courageous Scottish prisoners who are taking up the struggle, on behalf of all working 


[protecting prisoners’ rights 
FRFI strongly endorses the demand for 
a “full scale and public jnvestigatio 
the Scottish prisons, We invit 
‘comments on thelist of demands. 
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paramilitary forces to break up prisoners’ 
protests. Inevitably the establishment res> 
pponses will get even more repressive," 
‘Mick McCallurmand his comrades in the 
Dumbarton Scottish Prisoners. Support 
‘Committce have responded tothe crisis by 
issuing a programme of demands aimed at 
exposing the reality af Seotishprisonsand 


into 
prisoners! 


‘duction of halt remission 
Mass programmes of education for 
prisonersand prison officers, ultimat- 
‘ely education isthe solution to all the 
problems besetting the prison sys- 
tem 

More involvement between prisoners 
and the local community, 

A proper wage for work done in pris: 
‘on, maney to be deducted for Keep, 
criminal injuries board, and support of 
prisoners dependants, 

‘Conjugal visits for lang term prison: 
No restriction on the number of 
photographs that prisoners are allow- 
edtohave. 

Permission to receive parcels. 

Youa and meditation classes to help 
long term prisoners come to terms 
with their sentences. 

Prisoners in aif prisons should be a 
lowed to get musical instruments in. 
The prison medical service to be ad: 
‘ministered directly by the NHS. 


Two more dead 


‘Two remand prisoners died within days.of 
‘each other at the end of October. 

‘On Friday 30 October Gerald Statford 
hanged himself after five and a half 
‘months on remand in Barlinnie prison. 

(On Saturday 31 October Thomas Ki 


PRISONERS FUND 


Each month it costs £66 to send our newspat 
subscription for a prisoner costs £7.50 and prisoners cannot afford to 
pay this. We are appealing to our readers to take out a subscription to 

‘our Prisoners Fund 


17, hanged himself in Dumfries prison. 

‘The ‘suicide’ rate in Scottish prisons, 
especially Young Offender institutions, is 
extremely high. While prisoners are 
ragged through the courts for defending 
thelr rights, the staughter of young pris- 
coners goes unchecked. 


into prisoners. A 


| @ 1 enclose 2 donation of £ 


subscription to FRFI. (Cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications) 
© Please send me a standing order form 


Address 


to help pay for a prisoners 


Return to: FRFI, BOM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX | 
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REVIEW 


On 11 December 1979 three men, 
‘Tim Jenkin, Stephen Lee and Alex 
Moumbaris escaped from Pretoria 
Maximum Security Prison. They 
‘were all politcal prisoners jailed for 
their activities against apartheid 
Escape from Pretoria is an exciting 
and detailed account ofan ingenious 
jail break. That said, the book also 
Contains a thinly veiled attack on 
amongst others, David Kitson, ane 
Of Jenkin's fellow prisoners, and 2s 
such requires comment. 

The book opens with Tim Jenkin's 
account of his political awakening 
‘whilst a student abroad, his 
recruitment into the ANC: and his 
return to South Africa in 1973 with 
his friend Stephen Lee to carry out 
‘work for the liberation movement. 
utwardly both of them earred on 
the Tives of respectable academies, 
secretly they were responsible for 
‘numerous “leaflet bombs’ in Johan 
nesburg and Cape Town aver the 
next three years 

‘This account of their activities 
doesnot try tohide the mistakes they 
‘made - most important of all their 
lax security which le to their arrest 
in 1978. denkin’s description ofthe 
Uial reads like a guide on bow nor to 
conduct a political trial. They were 
both described by their own barris- 
ters as misguided, Jenkin's 
character witness sti he had a “per 
sonality defect” and Lee's barrister 
pleaded leniency on the grounds that 
hhe was ‘easly led’, Regardless (as 
always) they were both foued 
‘guilty ~Jenkin was sentenced to 12 
‘years, Lec to 8 years. 

“The second half of the book, 
eating with their teansfer 10 
Pretoria Maximum Security Prison 
to join the ther white polities pris- 
‘overs. and. their escape, is less 
candid, Jenkin faces 2 prob- 
lem the first question that any ia 
formed reader will ask is ‘how were 
the escapees chosen?”. Why was it 
Aecided that these three prisoners 
‘would escape instead of, of without, 
leading figures. inthe liberation 
‘movement-namely Denis Goldberg 
‘who was serving a life (meaning 
unit death). sentence and David 
Kitson serving 20 years? The ANC 
prisoners operated under discipline, 
‘so how was the decision made? 

Jenkin constructs an explanation 
without ever posing the question, 
and perhaps ultimately it is close © 
the "uth the escapees were 
‘chosen’ by a process of self-selec- 
tion through their single-minded 
determination, In order to justify bis 
position enkin, therefore, has 0 ex- 
plain why his comrades were “less 
determined. 

‘From the start Jenkin isanxious to 
make it clear that he and Lee were 
committed to escape ~all political 
prisoners, he argues, have # duty 0 
‘scape. To that end Lee and Jenkin 
Shugeled in a large amoant money 
supplied by thei families 

From the Sart their fellow 
Prisoners are judged primarily by 
thei interest in the escape plans 


Escape from Pretoria 
maximum security 


Pretoria maximum security prison 


Escape from Pretoria, Tim Jenkin, Kliptown Books 


1987, 240pp £5.00 pbk. 


Jenkin clams that within days ofa- 
‘iva atthe prison, they Genkin nd 
Lee) “were “amazed and disap- 
Pointed” that no viable escape plan 
uted ‘as we had expected them to 
havesome prety thoroughly worked 
fut plans, or a least some good 
Seas, as come of them had been in 


the Rivonia trial along with Nelson 
‘Mandela, Walter Sisulu and Govan 
Mbeki, and David Kitson sentenced 
forsabotage, being a communist and 
aa member of the High Coramand of 
‘Umkhoato we Sizwe. Both Goldberg. 
and Kitson had indeed been in cap- 
tivity for a long time: they had 
already served 14 years inprisom and 
had tempted escapes while in 
detention, Denis Goldberg in fact 
‘managed to escape, was recaptured 
and was kept fora month in chains as 
‘result, David Kitson had arranged 
‘an escape during detention at Rand- 
fontcin police station which was fil- 
ted by his removal toa prison. Other 
escapes were planned over the years 
Which filed either theough techaical 
faults or betrayal, Meanwhile the 
‘Maximum Security prisoa had been 


built. Neither Kitson nor Goldberg 
can have regarded the intervene 
{years fighting successfully forbet- 
{er conditions as a waste or failure. 

‘Nevertheless both David Kitson 
and Denis Goldberg were keen to 
escape in 1978 when Jenkin arrived 
jn prison and in fact took con 
siderable risks to help. Alex Moum- 
baris, the third eventual escapee, 
‘was immediately keen to be includ 
‘ed, Others joined the group later, 
‘eluding David Rabkin, and by the 
beginning of 1979 it was planned that 
a large group would escape. An 
‘escape committee called the Wash- 
ing Commitice (WC) was formed 
‘consisting of David Kitson (con- 
enor) and Moumbaris. 

‘Without Jenkin’s technical genius 
the escape would have been impossi- 
ble. Over a period of months using 
the prison workshop Jeakin made 
‘wooden keys forthe cell doors and 
forthe gates which led to the outside 
door of the prison, opening onto the 
street. Jenkin isat his best describing 
indeta|the methods he used. and the 
{esting of the keys. Meanwhile the 
prisoners assembled civilian cloth- 
Ing for the escape 

With such a lafge umber of 


NOBSLLYN Vid 


‘setting in’ asa sign of capitula- 
‘on to his 
‘The situation forthe others was 


Kitson wanted the keys t0 the final 
Se SS 
fers his central explanation: 


an whole exercise had taught us 
‘ouch about human nature. Tt was 
‘rong to expect from our com 
rades the same enthusiasm 0 get 
out that we had displayed. 
Stephen and I had arrived deter 
mined fo escape, we had come 
repared lo escape, we believed 
all slong thst we could escape, we 
did not have to have faith in 
anyone but ourselves and we had 


‘brushed aside, Without outside help 
iC would be impossible for large 
numbers to escape and what fs more, 
there would be only ane chance. T= 
y following an escape, suc- 
‘cessful or no, prison security would 
be tht even further. Leaving 
Goldberg out of the escape plans 
‘would mean leaving him im jail pro- 
bably for fife. Nevertheless they 
pressed ahead 
‘With Goldbers now dropped out 
this left ondy “us" and David Kit 
son -now referred to as the “Dave 
Tarvier” hecause he wanted a final 
{est of the plan. This ‘problem was 
Guicly solved by a mecting of "us 
‘which decided to ask David Kitson 


to withdraw, The “safest” sp 
plan, by the way, involved hid 
for short peri in 2 cupboar 
‘hich would hold ony thee peopl 
Dispensing withthe "Dave barns 
solved the problem. Throughout 
‘whole period Kitson had stressed th 
Political necessity of success. Ne 
{nce does Jenkin face the fact ts 
patience could have rested in 
{renter polical victory 

Tea trbule 19 both Den 
Goldberg and Bavid Riteon 38 we 
fae the other prisoners, thet the 
helped the tre to finaly escape o 
11 December 1979, knowing ts 
they would be et to face the musi 
Jenkin and Moumbaris trekked 
Swaziland and. then, Mozambig 
sere Lee later one them. 

In a brief final chapter Jonke 
deals with the consequences“ 
fur comrades who siayed behind 
teant thre years of Unhappy <> 
finement inthe condemned sect 
of Pretoria Central where prisone: 
Svaiting execution are hel" Fe 
those ot faa with Jenkin’ 
“paye beind’ means “chose no 
escape’ ~very fir indeed from th 
truth “Unhappy. confinement 
$enkin’s way f hiding the appli 
‘conditions which faced the prsone 
after their escape, What Jenk 
auld not have foretold, and wou 
cerinly not dream of acknos 
Tedging, was thatthe tespons 
these ferible conditions would t 
the calling of the 8-day picket 
fet the prisoners moved, and th 
birth of City of London "Ant 
‘Aparteid Group Interested rea 


of the ‘consequences 

‘The apartheid regime rebuile th 
‘Security Prison, spending half 
‘million rand on additional security 
even $0, advises Jenkin in a fin 
‘homily on the subject, the prisones 
should be planning escapes. Jenki 
does not say what happened to hi 


his family in London. He wa 
‘suspended from the ANC in 1984 f 
‘refusing to publicly condemn City 
London Anti Group 
{hence the barbed comments whic 
“ttter Jenkin’s text, Denis Golder 
‘as released in 1985 after agresin 
to renounce violence. 

Jenkin is no doubt correct th 
escaping from a prison roquire 
{great determination and application 
‘Whether this objective transcends 
political considerations is. anothe 
matter, By escaping as they did 
Jenkin, Lee and Mourbaris certain 
ly struck a blow against the apathes 
regime. How much greater that blo 
‘would have been if Pretoria Max 
{mum had been emptied ait prison 
crs overnight, and the escapees he 
included Denis Goldberg and Days 
Kitson, we will never know 


Carol Bickle 


“The People's Flag’. 
Channel 4. Director 
Chris Reeves. Platform 
Films. 


“The People's Flag’ covers 65 years 
vf the British labour movement, 
1914-1979. The opening shots ofthe 
first programme cut from British 
working class crowds welcoming 
home the Falklands usk force tocol 
‘nial police brutally assavlting In- 
idan demonstrators and back 10 
Michael Foot's infamous demand 
that Thatcher “prove by deeds her 
commitment to the Falkland Island. 

‘The whole series. exposes. the 
bloolly histoty of the British Labour 
arty and TUC in supporting British 
imperialism. But it goes further than 
this, It shows how the British work- 
ing class has, despite periods of in- 
dustrial militancy, so far failed to 
“free itself from jingose’ 

The People’s Flag’ continually 
Felates the history of the British 
Working class 10 the history of 
British imperialism. Ic firmly locates 
the birth and growth of the modern 
Iabour aristocracy in the privileges 
given o the upper layers af the Brit 


The People’s Flag 


Frederick Engels 
‘sh working class, privileges based 
fon the superprofits extracted from 
oppressed peoples all over the 
‘world Itherefore reveals the source 
of the political weakness of the Brit- 
ish working class despite its indus 


trial strength, This iS the great 
strength of The People's Flag 

lnispeeciselythisstrength which is 
tacked ty those on the British left 
who refuse to face up tothe reality of 
British. imperialism. In Socialist 
Worker (24 October 1987) Phil Tay 
Jor sets cut to disprove the ceatral 
argument ofthe series 

Firstly." he says, “conservative 
tendencies among British workers 
predate the high tide of imperialism 
ofthe 1890s onwards”. Thishigh ide 
isan invention of Taylor's tohide the 
eu, 

1850-75 saw the rapid expansion. 
of British capitalism based oa Brit 
fin's vast colonial possessions and a 
‘monopolist position im the world 
macket" (Lenin). The reason “con- 
servative tendencies’ — more pre 
Cisely the birth ofthe British labour 
aristocracy - predate the 1890s is 
‘hat British imperialism predates the 
1890s. 

“Secondly” says Taylor, unbur- 
dened by any knowledge of history 
it is mistaken to suggest thatthe Em: 


pire fed an economic “upswing” 
‘which fed to industrial 

ben 

the “mistaken” i 
gels, Lenin, all serious Marxist and 
Even non-Marxis historians. “The 
People's Fag” itself shows how coo: 
sumption of tca doubled and sugar 
trebles in the years 1860-1910, 

Ta 1858, Engelsdectared: *. the 
English proletariat is actually” be- 
coming more and more bourgeois 

For a nation which exploits the 
sshole world this is of course tox cer- 
tain extent justifiable." In this 
period, 1850-75, eal wages rose and 
the New Model unions, based on the 
labour aristocracy, were formed. As 
Lenin said: "Marx and Engels traced 
this conection between opportun- 
‘sm in the working class movement 
‘and the imperialist features of capit- 
alism systematically, during the 
course of several decades.” Nobody 
ccan make head or tail of the real 
history of the British working class 
‘without tracing this connection syst- 
cematically 


Phil Taylor prefers, however, to 
recite endlessly various examples of 
industrial militancy without any re- 
gard to their historical context and, 
falsely, to lend a political character 
to economic struggles. The fact that 
British and Irish workers jointly 
struggled to form the New Unions of 
‘theunskilledin the 1880s issaidto be 
evidence of workers breaking itl 
he racism of Britain's imperialist 
past,’ Youmay as well proclaim that 
the participation of Protestant work 
fers i the Six Counties in a strike is 
evidence of 2 break with loyalism 
(though you would be well advised 
‘vot to proclaim this in the Shankill 
Road). It is simple-minded non 
Tn Anti-Dahring, Engels attacks 
thea priori” method of investigation 
Which deduces reality from the 


. vestigator's conception of reality, 


"The abject is then to conform to the 
concept, not the concept t0 the ob- 
ject. This method produces ‘an im- 
‘age which is distorted because it has 
‘been torn from its real basis." Just so 
“Taylor's image’ of the British work- 
ing clas isa distortion because itis 
torn from its real basis in British im- 
peralism, 

“The period 1918 to 1920 was a 


period of great industrial militancy 
Yet The Daily Herald, then a prc 
gressive newspaper playing an in 
portant role in the Hands Off Russi 
movement, in 1920 could attuck th 
use of Senegalese troops inthe Ru 
as ‘an abominable outrage upo 
‘womanhood. upon the white race 
and upon civilisation..." Thes 
‘primitive barbarians... stuff 
their baversacks with eyeballs, ea 
and heads ofthe foes .., The blac 
troops are accused, without any ev 
dence being produced, of rapin 
‘white women, because "The Africa 
race is the mast developed sexuall 
of any... . Sexually they are unre 
trained and unresirainable. The 
is perfecely well known.” (10 Ape 
1920, emphasis in original). Wh 
cean doubt the consequences of im 

jm forthe political level of th 
[British working class? 

“The People’s Flag’ is worth wa 
ching and discussing because | 
raises the issues of imperialism an 
racism, It has weaknesses bul thes 
are secondary. People should wri 
to Channel 4 and congratulate thes 
for showing the series. It is to b 
hhoped that will quickly be availa 
on video. 


Terry O'Hellors 
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‘One ofthe party was Will Thorne, former- 
ly militant Gas Workers leader taught to 
read and write by Eleanor Marx, proudly 
wearing n expensive fur coat given to him 
for the journey by Attorney-General FE 
Smith who was leading court actions ag- 
inst left-wing militants at the time, As 
The Socialist (newspaper of the Socialist 
Labour Party) commented Thorne and FE 
‘Smith hae moretham.afurcoat common, 
‘The February Revolution was hailed both 
by the leadership of the British labour 
‘movement and the Coalition government. 
‘The Parliamentary motion to send a telo- 
‘gram of greetings was moved by Bonar 
Law, Conservative Leader of the House. 
‘The massive Leeds Convention, 3 June 
1917, revealed the enthusiasm of the lab 
our Keaders and the left. 

‘The Leeds Convention was organised by 
the British Socialist Party and the Indepen- 
dent Labour Party. Between 1.150 and 
1,300 delegates, including 580 delegates 
‘of trade union and Labour Party organisa 
tions, attended. Both Ramsay MacDonal 
MP and Philip Snowden MP took part. A 
motion to set up Councils of Workmens’ 
and Soldiers’ Delegates in every area was 
carried without apposition, The bourgeois 
press condemned the resolution 28 “a vio- 
lation ofthe law’, 

However, the Convention was not quite 
4s revolutionary asi seemed. The motion 
‘was proposed by WC Anderson MP. He: 
said “T wish to say emphatically that this 
resolution was not intended to be subver- 
sive, not unconstitutional ...°. The Con- 
‘vention also voted to support the war aims 
of the Provisional government. Ramsay 
MacDonald had told his constituents a 
‘month before the Convention, thatthe Bol- 
sheviks were a party ‘of thoughtless anar- 
chists... whose minds were filled with 
Violence and hatred. 

‘When King George V expressed fears 
about the Convention, up popped our 
friend in the fur coat, Will Thorne, to mop 
the Royal brow: “"E've seen these things 
happen many times" before in days gone 
by, and in my humble judgment there will 
never be a physical violent revolution in 
this country. This seemed to relieve 
his mind, and he spoke to me in a most 
homely and pleasant way. I was very 
pleased.” (Will Thorne’s account of his 
‘conversation with the King, cited in Ray- 
mond Challinor, The origins of British 
Bolshevism. p 182) 

‘No Councils were set up, Mectings org- 
anived (0 implement the Leeds resolution 
‘were violently broken up by soldiers and 
right-wing mobs, Sytvia Pankhurst, John 
MacLean and others struggled 10 give 
some life to the Leeds motion but failed. 

Someofthe people wha had taken part in 
the Leeds Convention were later to de 
ounce the October Revolution and the 
Bolsheviks. We already know the real at- 
titude of Ramsay MacDonald, who was to 
become the first Labour Prime Minister in 
1924. Philip Snowden, who, in 1913, had 
been x vicious opponent of Larkin and 
Connolly, thought thatthe October Revo- 
tation was ‘tragic indeed” 

In The Herald, later The Daily Hera. 
the Bolsheviks were denounced by HN 
Brailsford as “fanatics who have carried 
the Socialist view ofthe elass war to its log 
al but exaggerated conchision In June 
1918 the Labour Party Conference had 
special guest speaker: Kerensky. The ati- 
sade of official labour to the Bolsheviks 
‘eas aptly summarised in British agent 
Broce Lockhant’s description of Labour 
MP Acthur Henderson's reaction to the 
Soviets: ‘He did not understand thei lan- 
gvage. He did not like their manners.” 

There was, however, another view. The 

sal forces ofthe revolutionary Tet hail- 
2 the October Revolution and the Bolshe- 
The Call (British Socialist Party) 
The Socialist and the Workers’ Dread- 

Federation) 
s. The Socialist’s 
isional gov 
Hail Revolution- 
a". The 17 January 1918 
was confiscated under 

ulations for carrying a 
Russia, entitled “Russia’sap- 
at. Will British Workers remain Silent 

All three papers carried material from 
Russia including reports and tranststed ar- 

es and appeals. They were subject to 
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MeL, The Russian Revolution and the British labour moveme! 


Hands off 
Russia! 


In March 1917 a British Labour delegation was allowed to travel to Russia in an effort to shore up the 


determination of the Provisional government to stay in the war. 


of the Realm Act was still in force. The 
(Calf was raided under DORA. The 1918 
Mayday march was banned under Regula- 
tion 9a of DORA. These small forces of 
the revolutionary left were to take up the 
fight to defend the Soviet Republic against 
the official labour movement. 


THE FIGHT TO DEFEN 

SOVIET RUSSIA 
Even before the First World War ended 
capitalist troops were landing in Russia in 
‘an effort to strangle the Soviet Republi xt 
birth, Inearly 1918, following the ratifica 
tion of the Brest-Litovsk treaty between 
Russia and Germany in mid-March, Brit- 
ish troops landed st Visdivostok. Japan- 
ese troops were already operating in Sib 
cia. British forces were then Landed at 
Murmansk in June. Soon there was to be 
fourteen capitalist nations directly involv 
cd in the war against Soviet Russia and as 
sisting White Russian reactionary forces. 
How did British Iabour respond? 

Tn August 1918 Sylvia Pankhurst and 
‘others issued an appeal "Save the Revolu- 
tion’. The opportunist leaders of British 
Jabour had no intention of doing so. Atthe 
Inter-Allied Conference of Labour and 
‘Socialist parties in September 1918 while 
the “deepest sympathy" was expressed 10 
Russian labour there was no direct refer- 
‘ence ta intervention, Prime mover in this 
was Arthur Henderson, Labour MP, 
member af the Coalition government 2nd 
the man who, in 1916, had Ted the applause 
at the murder of James Connolly by # 
British firing squad. Henderson had been 
instructed by the Labour Party executive 
not to “approve or condemn Allied inter 
‘vention’ but to accept it ‘as an uccomplish- 
cd fact 

‘The Call appealed to British workers 10 
act in the face of their Ieaders” treachery 

‘Dorot let tbe said chat it was the apathy if 
rot the hostility of the workers of Britain 
tbat delayed the complete triamph of the 
workers of the world". This appeal was 
isoued just two weeks after The Call had 
again becn raided and copies of Lenin's 
Lessons of the Russian Revolusion seized 
‘A printer had also had his shop closed 
‘down for printing an issue.of The Socialist 
containing. the constitution of Sov 

Russia and Sylvia Pankhurst had been 
summonsed for “seditious” speech in 


THE COMMU AIST _ 


INTERNATIONAL 


‘which she called for Soviets in Britain. 
While the leaders delayed and betrayed, 
the left were facing state repression in 
defence oftheir Russian comrades. 

the Armistice of November 
1918 and faced with a General Election in 
December. the Labour Party rediscovered 
some ofits le credentials. Initsmanifesto 
it called for ‘the immediate withdrawal of 
Allied forces from Russia’, And it iook 
‘action’. After the election the Labour Par- 
ty and the TUC sent a fetter to the Prime 
Minister, Lloyd George, calling for with- 
drawal ‘atthe earliest possible moment” 
‘Then they sent some more letters, happily 
‘whiling away the time into the middle of 
1919 while the Soviets fought for their 
very lives, 

‘Other forces sought more than corres 
pondence. The Birmingham Trades Coun- 
«il called for a conference to consider ac- 
tion to force withdrawal. In March the 
Miners Federation unanimously called for 
action and sent an emergency resolution 19 
the Labour Purty executive and the Parlis: 
mentary Commitiee of the TUC_ These 
august bodies agreed 19 demand with- 
drawal but rejected any implied eal for in- 
dustrial action 

‘The call for industrial action grew, pro- 
moted by the BSP, SLP and WSF. In Jan- 
wary 1919 their agitation had helped 
produce a 500 stroog delegate meeting 
representing 350 organisations (o found 
the Hands Off Russia movement. The coo- 
ference called for a general strike. Pres 
sore mounicd on the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the TUC to call a national con- 
ference to decide action. 

The Committer decided to seek = meet- 
ing with the Prime Minister. After the 
‘meeting, which achieved nothing, they de- 
cided not to call the conference. As John 
MacLean had pointed out in January 

the Government has the majority of 
the trade union leaders in the hollow of ts 
hhand and can easily manipulate them 

‘Tn May 1919 3 proposal had been made 
for a joint 24 hour general strike in Tialy 
France and Britain against intervention 
The British left groups enthusiastically en- 
dorsed it and agitated for support. British 
Labour representatives succeeded in 


ending the proposal to a call for dem 
‘trations “in the form best adap 
stances". While I 


Italian workers boycotted war supplies 
‘and the French Black Sea fleet mutinied. 
“In Britain alone has Labour support con- 
fined itself to ineffective verbal protests, 
‘which the Government has treated with the 

they deserve" (The Call 12 Tune 
1919). With reason did the left dub the 
Labour and trade union leaders ‘lackeys of 
the master class.” Despite the best efforts 
of the Teft and progressive democrats and 


Liberals in the Hands Off Russia cem- 
paign, there was no decisive action by the 
British working class throughout the long. 
and bloody war of intervention. 


THE JOLLY GEORGE 

INCIDENT 
Tt was the heroism and superior military 
‘organisation of the Red Army, forged in 
the heat of battle and led by Trotsky, that 
defeated the Allied armies and their White 
Russianallies. Afterthisdefeat, the task of 

‘attacking the Soviet Republic fell into the 
willing bands of Polish dictator Marshal 
Pilsudski. On 25 April 1920 he launched 
an invasion of Soviet Russia, with the 
‘covert support and encouragement of the 
Allies, particularly Britain. As The Herald 
pputiton 30 April 1920: “The marionettes 
are in Warsaw, but the strings are being 
pulled from London and Paris.” 

The New Statesman revealed, on 8 May, 
that the Polish army was ‘very well equip- 
ped-largely with British aeroplanes, 
‘guns and munitions". Munitions were be- 
ing loaded onto British ships by British 
workers. On | May, while Mayday was 
being celebrated, the Neptune quietly slip- 
‘ped out of the East India Dock, London, 
laden with war supplies. However, this 
time there was some action. 

(On6May the Daily Herald revealed that 
the Neprune bad been carrying munitions, 
that another ship had only been stopped 
because two firemen had refused to work 
at Gravesend and deckhands had subse- 
quently refused to continue to work. This 
‘was the first recorded instance of British 
‘workers taking action in defence of Soviet 
Russia, 

The Herald also revealed that the Jolly 
George, in East India Dock. was being 
loaded with crates marked ‘OHMS Muni- 
tions for Poland”. Immediately left leaders 


such as Harry Poll, founding member 
‘of the soon to be formed British Com-| 
‘munist Party, began agitating among the 
dockers, 

‘The dockers refused to continue loading 
the ship and declared that the ship would 
‘ot sail unless the munitions already lond- 
‘ed were taken off. On 13 May the owners, 
‘Walford Line Ltd, capitulated and agreed 
to the removal of the munitions. This was 
the second and last recorded incident of in- 
dustrial action against the Allied. con- 
spiracy 10 destroy revolutionary Russia. 
Harry Pollitthid, himself, earlier failed 19 
‘stop work on converting two Belgian 
barges for carrying munitions, AL the 
Dockers’ Union conference held the same 
month, Emest Bevin, moving a resolution 
of support forthe dockers’ action, said that 
this did not imply any view asto the merits 
‘or demerits ofthe theory of government of 
Russia,” 

‘The Hands Off Russia movement seized 
on the Jolly George episode to renew the 


our Party Conference of June 1920, how-| 
ever, aresolution to thiseffect, moved by a 
BSP representative, was heavily defeated, 

‘In August 1920 the situation inthe Rus- 
sian/Polish war changed dramatically. 
The Polish army had had a series of sue- 
cesses but in August the Red Army stop-| 
ped the Polish advance and began-a coun-| 
ter-atack. This immediately raised the 
spectre of direct Allied intervention in 
“defence of selfdetermination’ for 
Poland, 

‘Councils of Action were formed to meet 
the threat. The strength of the movement 
came not from sympathy with Soviet 
Russia as much asa widespread war-Wwear- 
incss and a fear of extended conscription, 
The newly-formed British Communist 
Party (Angust 1920) threw itself into the 
‘Councils of Action. However, some of the 
‘Councils. rejected affiliation from the 
Communist Party and other socialist 
‘groups. 

‘On 9 August 1920, in response to na- 
tionwide pressure, the Parliamentary} 
Labour Party, the Labour Party executive] 
and the Parliamentary Committee of the 
‘TUC setupa 1Smember National Council 
‘of Action empowered to ‘use the move- 
‘ments whole industrial power’ to prevent 
War With Russia. An estimated three or 
four hundred focal Councils were estab-| 
lished and where the revolutionaries had 
influence they quickly took on a radical 
character. Some 60 Councils added the de- 
mand for withdrawal from Irctand to the 
‘demand for peace with Russia, Commin- 
{st Party affiliation tothe National Council 
‘was refused, The National Council failed 
to cal for a strike and instead organised 
demonstrations on Sunday 22 August 

‘Once the threat of direct military inter- 
vention by Britain in the Russian/Polish 
‘war faded thesteam went out of te Coun 
éils of Action, On 7 October 1920 the 
Communist (newspaper of the British 
‘Communist Party) declured: “Frankly the 
National Council of Action has failed.” 
‘Apart from the Jolly George in the 
previous May, thee had been no effective 
action 

The events of 1918 to 1920 demonstra- 
ted that the small forces of the revolu- 
tionary left were too stall to break the grip 
of opportunism over the British working 
class. The same forces that had rallied 
wholeheartedly to the canse of Soviet 
Russia had stood with the Irish people in| 
their fight for self-determination. Sylvi 
Pankhurst, John MacLean, William Pau! 
and others had fought hard and bravely 
againstthe leaders ofthe Labour Party and 
TUC. They never hid their support for 
Lenin and for Sinn Fein. ‘They faced raids, 
arrests, imprisonment in the best traditions 
of the British working class, 

Despite the high level of industrial mili- 
taney in 1918 to 1920, the British working 
lass was politically defeated, on Russia 
‘and Ireland, by the opportunist leaders 
This political defeat paved the way for the 
failure of the 1926 General Strike. The! 
hold of opportunism over the organi 
‘working class, strengthened by imperiae 
ism, remains unbroken. From Ramsay 
MacDonald to Neil Kinnock, from W 
Thorne to Norman Willis, the Labour ext 
trade union leadership has ever been ans 
Soviet, pro-imperialist and as Lenin ais 
better defenders of the bourgevisie thax 
the bourgeoisie itself, 


On the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the October Revolu- 
tion Mikhail Gorbachev, General Secretary of the Communist Par- 
ty of the Soviet Union (CPSU), delivered a major speech, extracts 


of which we reprint below. 


The speech was made in the context of Gorbachev's drive to 


restructure and reform — ‘perestroika’ and ‘glasnost" 


the Soviet 


Union's economy and political life. The CPSU is leading a critical 
self-examination of the 1917 Revolution and post-revolutionary 
history as a means of understanding the tasks of today. 

In his speech Gorbachev considers some of the controversial 
periods of Soviet history - Stalin's programme of industrialisa- 
‘tion and rural collectivisation, the Soviet-German Pact, and the 
problems of socialist democracy. He also discusses ‘perestroika’ 
and ‘glasnost’ and problems confronting the Soviet leadership in 


pushing its programme through. 


Ina future issue of FRFI we will give a detailed analysis of this 
‘speech and of ‘perestroika’ and ‘glasnost’. The speech has been 
published in full in Soviet Weekly 7 November 1987. 


On the October Revolution 


‘The year 1917 showed that the chaice be- 
tween socialism and capitalism is the main 
social alternative of our epoch, that in the 
20th Century there can be no progress 
‘without advance to socialism, a highee form 
of social organisation 


Industrialisation 


‘The period after Lenin, that is the "20s and 
"30s, occupied a special place in the history 
cof the Soviet state, 

Under the leadership of the party, ofits 
central commitee, a heavy industry. includ 
ing engincering, a defence industry and a 
chemical industry abreast of the times, were 
built in short order practically from scratch, 
and the general electrification plan was 
completed 

By the end ofthe "30s the Soviet Union had 
moved to first place in Europe and second 
place in the world for industrial output 
‘becoming a truly great industrial power, This 
‘was a labour exploit of epoch-making signi- 
-ficance, an exploit of liberated labour, an es 

plot ofthe Bolshevik Party 

In those conditions, withthe threat of im- 
perialist aggression visibly building up, the 
party was increasingly convinced that i was 

‘essential not just to cover but, literally, t0 

‘ce cross the distance from the sledgehan- 

‘mer and wooden plough to sm advanced in~ 
“dustry inthe shortest possible time, for 

Without this the eaase- of the Revolution 
"would be inevitably destrayed. 

‘At the same time, the period under review 
also saw some losses. They were ina definite 
"fense connected with the specesses I have 


just referred to, People had begun to believe 
in the universal effectiveness of rigid cen- 
tralisation, in that methods of coeamand were 
the shortest and best way of resolving any 
and all problems. 


Collectivisation 


“The principal figure was now the middle 
peasant. Head asserted himself asa farmer 
‘Working o the land he had received trom the 
Revolution, and had over a whole decade 
became convinced that Soviet government 
‘was his government too. 

Hee had become a staunch and dependable 
ally of the working class ~an ally on a new 
basis, becoming convinced in practical ems 
that is life was increasingly taking turn for 
the better. 

if there had been a consistent Tine 1 
promote the alliance with the middle peasan- 
ley against the Kulak (the village moneyba). 
then there would not have been all those ex 
cesses that ovcurred in carrying out collectis= 

"Today itis clear: ina tremendous undes 
taking, which affected the fate ofthe major 
ty of the country's population, there was 2 
departure from Lenin's policy towards the 
peasantry 

‘This most important and very complex 
social process, in which a great deal: de- 
pended on local conditions, was directed by 
predominantly administrative methods, 

‘A conviction had urisen that all problems 
‘could be solved a stroke, overnight. Whole 
regions end parts of the country began 19 
compete: sho would achieve complete col- 
lectivisation more quickly. Arbitrary pes- 
centage targets were issted from above. 


8 October 1987 marked the 20th anniversary of the death of Che 
Guevara, an outstanding communist revolutionary of our age. A 
brilliant guerilla leader and tactician, Che fought at the side of 
Fidel Castro and his guerilla army to liberate Cuba from the grip of 


US imperiali 


m in 1960. He was only 39 when he died. 


The British ‘left’ exploited the anniversary to slander the life, 
the achievements and the memory of this communist who gave 
his life to the oppressed in the cause of socialism and inter- 
nationalism, With arrogant contempt for history and for evidence, 

‘Socialist Worker claimed that Che Guevara had a ‘mistrust for 
socialists and revolutionaries in the towns and cities’ and ‘helped 

‘to divert the political energies of thousands away from any 
strategy based on the working class.’ The next step claimed that 
Che ‘had no interest in marxist theory’ and that for him the ‘work- 
ing class had no role to play in the Latin American revolution’. 

‘As extracts from Fidel Castro's speech on 8 October 1987 cele- 


fight against imp 


ating Che’s legacy show, his enduring ideas and his role in the 
ism and the construction of socialism have a 


very special relevance for communists today. It takes a leader of a 
revolution and a revolutionary people, the Cuban people, to 
appreciate a real revolutionary like Che. 


Flagrant violations of the principles of col 
lectivisation occurred everywhere. 

[Nor were excesses avoided in the struggle 
against the kulaks, The basically correct 
policy of fighting the kulaks was often inter- 
[reted so broadly that it encompassed a con- 
Siderable part of the middle peasantry too 
‘Such is the reality of history 

‘But, comrades, if we assess the signfi- 
cance of collectivisation as a whole in con- 
solidating socialisin in the countryside, it 
was in the final analysis a transformation of 
fundamental importance 


Democracy 


To understand the stuation of those years it 
‘must be borne in mind thst the administra 
ive-command system, which had begun to 
‘ake shape in the process of iadusrialisation, 
and which had reccived a fresh impetus dur 
ing collectivisation, had told on the whole 
socio-political life of te country. Once est- 
ablished in the econo 

super-structure,restri 
‘of the democratic potential of socialism 
‘and holding back the pmgress of socialist 


democracy 
Stalin 


“There is now mach discussion about the role 
‘of Stalin in our history His was anextremely 
contradictory persomality. To remain faith 
ful 19 historical truth we have to see both 
Stalin's incontestable contribution to the 
struggle for socialism, to the defence of ts 
gains and the gross political errors and 
abuses commined by him and by those 
tsround him, for which our people paid a 
hheavy price and which had grave conse- 


Gorbachev 
speaks on 
history and 
the future 


_quences forthe life of our society 

It is sometimes said that Stalin did not 
‘know of many instances of lawlessness. Doc 
‘uments at our disposal show that this is not 


“The guilt of Stain and his immediate en- 
‘tourage before the party and the people for 
the wholesale repressive measures and acts 
cof lawlessness 1s enormous and unforgiv- 
able, This isa lesson forall generations. 


‘The Soviet-German Pact 


‘Wis sad tha the decision taken by the Soviet 
‘Union in concluding a non-aggression pact 
with Germany was not the best one. This may 
be so, if one is guided not by harsh reality, 
‘but by abstract conjectures forn out of their 
time frame. 

“The USSR made great efforts to beild up 
system of collective security and to avert a 
‘hobal slaughter. 

‘But the Soviet initiatives met no response 
{rom the Wester political leaders and poiti- 
cians, who were coolly scheming how best 10 
{involve socialism in the flames of war and 
‘bring about its head-on collision with 
fascism. 

‘AsIsaid, the Western ruling circles, inany 
attempt to blot out their own sins, ae trying 
{to convince people that the nazi attack on 
Poland, and thereby the start of the Second 
World War. was triggered by the Soviet- 
German non-aggression pact of August 23, 
1939. 

‘Asiftherchad hen no Munich Agreement 
with Hider signed by Britain and France 
back in 1938, withthe active connivance of 
the USA, no Anschluss of Austris, no cruci- 
fixion of the Spanish Republic, no nazi oc- 


cupation of Czechoslovakia and Klaipeda, 
and no conclusion of non-aggression pacts 
‘with Germany by London and Paris in 1938. 


Perestroika 
‘Two key problems of the development of 


society determine the fate 
‘These are the democratisai 
life and a radical economic reform. 

The democratisation of society is at the 
core of perestroika, and on its progress 
depends the success of perestroika itself 
‘and — onecan say without exaggeration the 
future of socialism in general, This 
surest guarantee of changes, both political 
‘and economic, and rules out any movement 
‘backward 

“The changes taking place inthe country 1o- 
ay probably constitute the biggest step in 
developing socialist democracy since the Oc- 
tober Revolution 

Tn rearganising our economic and political 
‘system, tis our duty to create, first ofall, a 
dependable und flexible mechanism for the 
genuine involvement of all the people in 
deciding state and social matters. 

Secondly, people must be taught in prac 
tice to live in the conditions of deepening 
democracy, toextend and consolidate human 
Fights, fo nurture a contemporary political 
colture of the masses, In other words, to 
teach and to learn democracy. 

But it would be a mistake to take no notice 
ofa certain increase in the resistance of the 
conservative forces that see ik 
‘Simply asa threat other selfish interests and 
objectives, This resistance can be felt not 
‘only at management level hot also in work 
collectives 


Fidel Castro honours 
Che Guevara 


‘Those who disposed of his body so that he 
swoald not become s symbol: those who, an- 
der the guidance of the methods oftheir im- 
perial masters, didn't want any trace to re 
main, have discovered that hough there is 
no body, nevertheless a frightening oppo- 
nent of imperialism, a symbol, 2 force, 2 
presence which can never be destroyed, does 
Exist. When they hid Che's body they show. 
fed their weakness and their cowardlincss, 
because they also showed thet feat of the ex 
ample and the symbol. They didn't want the 
‘exploited peasants, the workers, the stu 
‘dents, the intellectuals, the democrats, the 
progressives or the patriots of this hemi- 
Sphere to have a place to goto pay tribute to 
(Che. And in the world today, in which there 
\s no specific place to go 10 pay tribute 19 
‘Che"s remains, fribute is paid to him every 
where. (Applause) 

‘when I spoke that October 18 and T 
‘asked how we wanted ovr fighters, our revo- 
lutionaries, our Party members, our children 
fovbe, and I said thal we wanted them lo be 


like Che, becanse Che is the personification, 
is the image of that new maz. is 
that human being if we wank 
‘communist society, (Applause) if our real 
‘objective is to build, no longer socialism but 


he lofly and extranr 


‘Che would have been appalled if he'd 
been told that money was becoming man’s 
‘main concera, man’s fundamental mot 
thon. He who warned us so much against that 
‘would have been appalled. Work shifts were 
being shortened and millions of hours of 
overtime reported: the mentality of our 
‘workers was being corrupted and men were 
increasingly being motivated by the pesos on 
their minds. Che would have been appalled 
forbe knew thal communism could never be 
attained by trekking along those worn capi 
talist paths and that to follow alone those 
paths would mesn eventually to forget all 
‘eas of solidarity and even internationalism, 
To follow those paths would imply never’ 
developinga new man and. new society 
"Were he tahave seen a groupof enter- 
prises tceming with capitalist hucksters- as 
‘We call them — playing al capitalism, begin- 
ning to think and act like capitalist, forget- 
fing about the country, the people and high 
‘Standards (because high standars just didn’t 
matter, all they cared about was the money 
being earned thanks to the low norms) he 
‘would have ten appalled. And were he 10 
dave seen that one day they would not just 
‘make manual work subject to norms — which 
in logic to it like cutting cane and 
i physical at 
radio and television work, and thar bere even, 
a surgeon's work was likely 1o be subject to 


i 


‘norms ~ putting justanybody under the knife 
inorder todoubie or triptehis income ~Tean, 
teuthfully say that Che would have been 
appalled, because none of those paths will 
ever lead usto communism. Onthe contrary, 
those paths Jead to al the bad habits and the 
alienation of capitalism. Those paths I repeat 
and Che knew it very well ~ would never 
lead us to building real socialism, as a first, 
and transitional stage to communism. 


hye don't think that Che was naive, an 
itealist, or someone our of touch with real- 
Fiy. Che under ood and took reality intocon- 
sideration. But Che belioved in man and if we 
don't beligye in man, if we think that man is 
an incorrigible litle animal, capable of ad 
vancing only if you feed him grass or tempt 
hhim with a carrot or whip him with a stick, 
anybody who believes this, anybody eonvia: 
cod ofthis will never bea revolutionary; 
body who helioves this, 
ofthis will never bea socialist; any 
believes this, anybody convinced of 
never bea Communist. (Applause) 


‘what Lask for modestly at this 20th an 
niversary is that Che's economic thought he 
made known; (Applause) that i be known 
here, in Latin America, in the world; inthe 
veloped capitalist world; in the Third 
World and in the socialist world. Let it be 
Known there tov 
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FIGHT DEPORTATIONS 


VMDC prepares 
or ne ow battle 


On Saturday 17 October, 80 people attended the Viraj Mendis 


Defence Campaign (VMDC) General Meeting in Viraj’s sanctuary in 
_ the Church of the Ascension in Manchester. The meeting discussed a 
plan of action to prepare the VMDC for its next major battle with the 
Bee eas Viraj’s appeal against the rejection of his judicial 


2S aee 
‘Overshadowing the day's proceedings was 
"she bloody Indian war against the Tamil 
people. In recognition of the common in- 
“terest between the Tamil people and 
Viraj’s fight agsinst deportation. the 
‘General Meeting carried a resolution con 
demnning ‘the massive military assault on 
‘Ge Tamil people’ and supporting ‘the 
- tberoic Tamil resistance, and the struggle 
foc self-determination of the people of 
Tamil Eelam." 
Jn an opening report Chris Procter, 
hte 
“in December 1986 the Home Office 
etermined to deport Viraj yet 10 
months later Viraj is still here: their 
deportation order... has been defied. 
‘Their intention to attack the sanctuary 
fhas so far been thwarted... . At the 
same time the VMDC has developed 
from a local anti-deportation cam- 
ign into a force of national nd inter- 
national significance, However we have 
fot yet achieved our objective: that 
Vira} can walk free from his imprison- 
‘ment here.” 


‘The General Mecting recognised. that 
VMDC's successes are based on building 
‘support from the bottom ~ from the local 
‘working class community, by work on the 
sredts and the estates, by work with local 
democratic and progressive campaigns. 
Discussion therefore centred on the need 
toexpand relations with and support inthe 
Tocal working ¢lass community. It is this 
support the Home Office fears most. To 
harness and extend such support, the meet- 
ing decided on a plan of campaigning to 
take the VMDC into its twelfth moath in, 
sanctuary. 


® 18/19 December 1987 - One: 
Year in Sanctuary! One Year of 
Resistance! 


To mark one year in Sanctuary, the 
MDC is organising a WEEKEND of 
MASS ACTION AGAINST THE HOME 
‘OFFICE on 18 and 19 December, Itplans 
to bring local community support ont the 
streets, The weekend will bea demand on 
the cours and the Home Office to heed the 
words of a campaign supporter “You may 
be the judges, but we the people are the 
jury!” 


© Extend support inthe 
‘community 

A special sub-committee was set up to 
develop work in the local community 
Already public meetings, door 19 door 


petitioning and street meetings 
‘uve been organised. VMDC activists will 
be local tenants associations 


fighting wo prevent Manchester City Coun- 
cil demolishing or selling off local council 
hhousing. They will also be supporting the 
struggle against Council cuts in services to 
working classareas. 
© Independent Public Inquiry on 
the situation in Sri Lanka 
Recent developments have exposed Home 
(Office lies that Sri Lanka is a democracy. 
‘The Indo-Sri Lanka Peace Agreement 
‘used by the Home Office to justify deport- 
ing Vira} has been drowned in the blood of 
the Tamil people resisting Indian and Sri 
Lankan genocide. The VMDC is organis- 
ing an independent Public Inquiry to force 
the Home Office to recognise the truth and 
grant Viraj the right to remain in Britain. 
‘The VMDC is appealing toll its sup- 
porters to join its campaign now and en- 
sure that Viraj does not have to spend 
another year asa prisoner ofthe Home OF- 
fice. With your support the VMDC and 
Viraj will win sooner rather than later and 
a major victory willbe scored against the 
racist and reactionary Thatcher govern- 
ment 


CONFERENCE ON 
SANCTUARY 


SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 


OAMTO SPM 
‘Church of the Ascension 
‘Speakers Include | 


vrai Mendis, Father John Methuen, 
eter and Men Leech (Runnymede Trust) 


Entrance £3.00 (£1.50 unwaged) 


VMDC BENEFIT 


‘MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER SPM 


West indian Centre, 
Westwood Street, Moss Si 


JOIN THE VMDC IN THESE 
AND OTHER ACTIVITIE: 


you want more information about 


the VMDC: 
Neate below and return to VDC. 
enone Centre Jackson 
Neve, Manchester M5 

s Neeosi-z3e 3168 


ONE YEAR IN SANCTUARY 


\MDC PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR ONE YEAR OF RESISTANCE 


NATIONAL TORCHLIGHT DEMONSTRATION: 
BUILD THE RESISTANCE! | 


Viraj Mendis Will Stay! Deportation No Way! 
FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER 
Assemble 5pm Piccadilly Gardens 
MARCH to the Sanctuary at the Church of the Ascension 
followed by 
RALLY 
with speakers, music and food at the Sanctuary 
All weicome! Bring your banners — bring your friends 


VMDC TAKES TO THE STREETS 
—12HOURS MASS RALLY 


Veeaj Mendis Wil Stzy! Departations No Way! 


SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER 


Sam Cty Centre to Spee wa torchiight march to the 
Sanctaary SSEGNErE Somgs Steet eats kits shows and fund 
<esing Sekowes by Seesmmas Socal x Se Senctuary Spm cewards, 


Socialist Worker 
attacks VMDC 


The Editorial Board of the Socialist Workers Party newspaper ~ Soc- 
ialist Worker (SW)- seems unable to resist making gratuitous at- 
tacks on the Vira] Mendis Defence Campaign (VMDC). 


Jn concluding an article on Salema 
Begum’s sanctuary campaign (SW 31 Oct- 
ber 1987) they write: 

“Taking the campaign into the Bangla- 
sesh community, workplaces, trade 
unions and Labour Party i the best way 10 
strengthen Salema's campaign and help 
‘combat the relative isolation currently fac- 
ing Viraj Mendis, who is in sanctuary just 
three miles down the road.’ 

1's an odd conclusion that fails frst to 
mention that the ‘relatively isolated” 
VMDC played a critical and decisive role 
‘initiating Salema's campaign (whichhas 
since won), Iriseven odder that this alleg- 
cd “relative isolation’ should be contrasted 
to, placed in opposition to building support 
in the community, trade unions, work- 
places and the Labour Party, Socialist 
Worker's Editorial Board must be aware 
of the fact that in September, the Labour 
Party Conference unanimously passed a 
‘resolution in support of Viraj Mendis. It 
must be aware that the VMDC has won 
support from hundreds of trade union 
branches and of course from the Jocal 
‘working class community. In addition it 
should be noted that Viraj has received 


‘The VMDC has launched a £10,000 Fund 
Drive 10 develop its work and finance its 
struggle for viciory. The 17 October Gen- 
eral Meeting agreed a target of £5,000 by 
the anniversary ofthe Sanctuary. 

The campaign urgently nceds your 
financial assistance. So far £1,296 has 
been raised. In the next 7 weeks the 
‘VMPC has to raise another £3,708, 

Follow the lead of the VMDC's Midtand 
‘Bank! Replying toaletter from the VMDC 
treasurer explaining the nature of the 
MDC, the bank manager stated that ‘in 
view of the circumstances surrounding 
this account it will not charge forthe ac- 
count. He also refunded the asset of char- 
‘pesof £72.57p! Other contributors include 
Sinn Fein £10, Taunton CLP £10, SWP 
£25, Chester Anti-Apartheid £10, Man- 
chester Women's Aid £10 and many other 
‘individuals and organisations. 


MAKE YOUR DONATION 
NOW! 


£ forthe VMBC 110,00 


Fond Dee 


Prone 
Resrao VMDC, North Hine Centre, 
{ackene Cresco, Holme, Manchester MI 


MDC PICKETS MORNING 


STAR AND GUARDIAN 
ERTS 
In response to the attacks made on the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam in the 
British press the VMDC organised pickets 
of the Morning Star (26 October) and the 
Guardian (28 October). AU the Morsing 
Star RCG member Trevor Rayne con- 
strasted the unqualified support for the 
Tigers from the FMLN and the PLO tothe 
Morning Star's reactionary position. The 
VMDC"s open letier to the Morning Star. 
handed in at the picket, hus not been print- 
‘ed — the Morning Star has hopefully been 
shamed into silence. 

The Guardian did not escape the atten- 
tion of the VMDC-2- vigorous picket 
showed that the VMDC would not tolerate 
any reporting which encourages intensi- 
fed sttacks against the Tamil people and 


AL 


Philippines, Ireland, South Africa, Nicar~ 
agua and elsewhere. 

So what ‘relative isolation’ are our 
editors talking about? Maybe “solation’ 
from their own conception that the only 
‘way to build anti-deportation campaigns is 
to start from the offical labour movement. 
“The VMDC has proved that this is not the 
case. Ithas emerged asthe strongest ~ and 
most inspiring ~ eammpaign precisely be- 
cause it began its work among the local 
Working class and anti-racist community 
‘which was not tied down and hamstrung by 
the buresucratic and dead methods of the 
racist British labour movement, Maybe 
SW’s editors cannot stomach the fact tha 
the VMDC has been built successfully in 
‘opposition tothe false tnd hopeless cone 
eptions they possess 

Socialist Worker's Editorial Board 
should follow the lead ofthe local Manch- 
ester SWP branch who give regular sup- 
port to the VMDC by coming on their Fri 
day marches. Instead of attacking the 
VMDC, Socialist Worker shovld carry 
regular reports on the campaign and en 
‘courage its readers to join and work with 
it, 


Eddie Abrahams 


strengthens the British Home Office in its 
‘racist attacks on Tamil refugees and 
_asylum-seekersas well assupporters ofthe 
Tamil cause such as Viraj Mendis, 

300 JOIN FRIDAY VMDC 
DEMONSTRATION 
SSS 
Inthe biggest of the VMDC weekly Friday 
demonstrations so far, 300 people march- 
ed through the streets of Manchester on 23, 
October. The Justice for Steven Shaw 
‘Campaign made a special mobilisation for 
the event. Following the 1985 Manchester 
University student demonstration against 
Leon Brittan, Steven Shaw was brutalised 
‘and tortured by Manchester police. Fear- 
ing for his life he has been forced to leave 
the country, Despite police objections, the 
VMDC routed the march past Boole 
Street police station Where the conspiracy 
‘against Steven was organised, Besides 
MDC, Steven Shaw Campaign und RCG 
contingents, the march included the local 
SWP, the WRP. WAR, St Martins Col 
fege Lancaster, and the VMDC's gay and 
Jesbian supporters 


YOUTH SUPPORT FOR 


VMDC 
TESS a 
Looking back on the 11 months in sane 
{ary one ofthe most encouraging things is 
the involvementof young people. Students 
rom virtually every school in the area 
have visited me and taken up the issue of 
deportation 

‘One class of 11 year olds came to see me 
recently andall but one supported the cam- 
paaign although his mother was in favour. 
‘After half an hour of discussion with 
everybody taking part he changed his 
‘mind. The clarity in the thinking of the 
young working class people is a breath of 
fresh ni afer the relatively tortuous logic 
ofthe adults 

Three fifth formers entering 2 competi- 
sion chose my case as their subject. Ifthey 
win they are entitled to visit Margaret 
‘Thatcher. in which case they suidthey will 
“sock it to her’. Our sanctuary has become 
the focus of various paintings including & 
beautiful painting of Che Guevara by a 
sixth form student. Children of my friends 
ask things like ‘why can't uncle Viraj 
cometo ourhouse anymore?’ Children ata 
young age are learning the horrors ofthe 
racist immigration laws 


Viraj Mendis 


FIGHT RACISM! 


SOUTH AFRICA 


SANCTUARY 


Sanctuary ~ The Beginning ofa 
‘Movement by Paul Weller 24pp, 
Runnymede Trust £1. 


"Sanctuary is @ practical res- 
ponse Which ordinary people 
with a basic sense of justice and 
‘pampassion can make tothe ab- 
scenity of the legalised ubduet 
Tonsthatarecurrently uprooting 
Individuals, tearing families 
apart, and sending. refugess 
back tw loss of fiberty oF even 
life" 


‘This pamphlet examines the hist 
‘ory. the strengths and weaknesses 
‘of sanctuary as method of resis- 
ting deportation, Amongst the 
‘sanctuaries mentioned is the 
YMDC, of which Paul has been 3 
longstanding und firm supporter. 
He writes that its existence asa 


‘defence campaign for a long 
period prior Viray'sentey into 
Sunetuary laid the material basis 
for the campaign’s construction 
‘of a nationally organised focus 
$f resistance and apposition 10 
Virsj’s deporunion and to 
racism and immigration laws.” 


‘With this pamphlet, Paul Weller 
and. the Runaymede Trust have 
‘made a valuable contribution to 
the fightback against racism and 
Immigration laws. 

(Chas Millington 


Chinese workers 
fight racism 


Assaulted by five white customers, arrested and held in 
police cells overnight without access to either solicitors 
or interpreters, denied medical attention—and then 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment for a first-time 
offence — that was what happened to four Chinese wait- 
ers at the Diamond restaurant. The sentence was later 
reduced to nine months, but the incident has left Lond- 
on’s Chinatown community angry at the racist actions of 
the police and court. The report distinguishes berween 


Europeans” and “Chinese. The 

SERS RAN police described the white custom- 
For years workers in Chinese res ereas “respectable people” 
aurantshavebeen subjected rve- The Diamond Four Defence 
ist abuse and attacks. The police Campaign is now monitoring sr 
have not only reluned to puta stop iar incidents an alarming numb 
tothisbuthavehadanactiverolein —erof cases are coming tolight. The 
the victimisation of the Chinese suppor forthe Diamond Four was 
community. Why else would the shown when £9000 was collected 
police take witness statements in just two weeks, simply by set 
from only the white customers? ting up a stall m Chinatown, Said 
‘Why else was it that none of the Jabez Lam of the Defence Cam- 
cusiomers were held forinterroga- pug, ‘we've accepcd all the rub 
tion? Why else was i that none of bish that's been thrown at us for 
the white customers were charged to0 long." ‘We are not afraid of 
forthe same offences? taking onthe racks." 

‘The police's own report of the For information contact Diamond 
incident highlights their racism. Four Defence Campaign, c/o 
‘The waiters were asked, “witness Chinese Information and. Advice 
es said they saw you hitting an Centre, 152-156 Shaftesbury Av- 
Englishman is that right?” “Tell enue, London WC2. Phone 1 379 
farho some ofthe Chinese were’ S08 


Racists MODIISE sxe wissen on 


The racist campaign by the 
Dewsbury parents who are 
refusing to send their children 
to the predominantly Asian 
Headfield Middle School con- 
tinues to provide a rallying 
point for reactionary and right 
wing forces. The fascist British 
National Party had their initial 
plans for a pro-parent demonst- 


ration foiled by a Home Office parents. tt has also banned the 
han. They are now distributing Dewsbury Labour Party from 
leafiets in the town centre and holding meetings on Its premis- 
plantoholdtheir Remembrance es because it opposes the par- 
Day march in Dewsbury instead ents. 

of York. ‘The parents are now apply- 
Elements of the racist iabour ing for a judicial review in the 
movement have openly rallied High Court. They certainly know 
to the racist cause. The Nation- where tolook for racist allies. 
al Union of Textileworkers’ Soc- Gordon 


Victory for Chorlton 
sanctuary 


Following Renoukaben Lakhani’s Leicester sanctuary, an- false promises. But family and the 
other important victory was scoredin Manchester. After on- _ campuign decided to remain until 


definite assurances were given that 


ly 12 days in Choriton Central Church, 13 year old Salema — {f/n¥s dssuvaness were 5 


Begum was able to walk free 
Salema came to Oldham, Man- 
chester in October 1986 to join her 
family after the death of her grand- 
mother. Her parents applied on her 
behalf for permanent residence but 
were repeatedly refused by the 
Home Office, The Home Office 
first claimed that Gura Mish was 
lying and that Salema was not real- 
ly hisdaughter.Itthen decided that 
she had not “followed the correct 
entry procedure’ and must first 
return to Bangladesh before they 
would consider her ease. On? Oc- 
tober, the Home Office issued a 
removal order on Salema. She 
Went into hiding. forced to leave 
school and her family, until 18 
October when Chorlton Central 
(Church offered her sanctuary 

‘AS soon as this new sanctuary 
‘was announced immigration of- 
ficials rushed to the Chureh anx- 
ious to end it. Nodoube they feared 
the development of wider sanc- 
tuary movement in Manchester ~ 
the VMDC sanctuary in the 
Church of the Ascension is only 3 
miles away. They tried to Ture 
Salema out of the Church with 


of the fear of arrest. By 29 October, support for 
‘Salema developed to such snextent 
that the Home Office was forced to 
make = complete Usum. Solema 
was granted 2 temporary admis. 
Son onder until 7 January 1983 
‘with an additional assurance thet 
she would not be detained whilst 
the onder isin force, In addition 
Timothy Renton, Minister of De- 
portations, agreed to “reconsider 


CHARUE BAKER 


its initial insistence that Salema's 
case would only be considered 
afer she has left the country 
However the family i still obliged 
toundergo a humilisting blood test 
and is expected to pay for it~ £500 

themselves. The campaign will 
keepupthe pressure until Salema’s 
total victory 

‘VMDC activists played a central 
role in establishing and assisting 
Salema’s sanctuary. Without the 
11 moath YMDC sanctuary and 
all the inspiration and strength it 
has given to the anti-deportation 
movement, Salema would not now 
be back at home with her family 

Charlie Baker 


On a short visit to London in October, Cde Thami Mazwai, News Editor of the 


Sowetan — South Africa's largest ‘black’ daily newspaper, talked to Carol Brickley 


and David Reed about the current situation in the townships, the end of the 


miners strike and the attack on trade unions, and the prospects for the future. 


South Africa 
‘still boiling’ 


Can vou tell us about the situation in 
the Black townships, expecially in 
‘Soweto. af the moment? 

ILseould say that the sieuation is stil 
oiling... A compounding factor 
1 that the leadership in Soweto 1 
either on the run of has been det- 
‘ined. Once you have a body Railing 
‘Without a head you have a situation 
cither of confusion, or lack of direct- 
Jon and acertain element ofreckless- 
ness. The Emergency Regulations 
have not achieved what the govern- 
ment wanted t9 achieve—a tame 
‘conumunity-instesd there is this 
restlessness and at times desperation 
from the people inthe wrwaship.Itis 
also manifesting tslf in the unions, 
in any structure that exists, you find 


this desperation, anger. 


DETAINED JOURNALISTS 
Figures given areas 15 October 
Modimi Maivha ‘disappeared 
on Friday 2nd October 
Zwelakhe Sisulu Editor of New 
"Nation in detention 289 days 
‘Mrolisi Jackson Fuaile, Yeras 
[Neo Agency. in detention 479, 
days 

Phila Nequunba, Veritas News 
‘Agency 467 days 

“Brian Sokuty, East Cape 
freclance, 470 days 

Vinceot Mfundisi, SABCTV, 
1Sdays 


The unions have come tothe fore in 
the struggle in the recent period. Is 
‘that related to the fact that the 
people’sorganisations have suffered 
tremendous repression? 


repression: 
‘Yes, definitely. There is p0 doubt 
‘that COSATU is going to engage it- 
self in community-retated issues. 
and s0 is NACTU. The trade uni 

‘movement has been forced 10 get 
{nto community issues. My unin 
(Media Workers Association of 
‘South Africa) has always been part 
‘and parcel of the people's struggle. 
Even while we have been trying to 
concentrate oa creating union 
structures, the problems that our 
members face have made it quite 
clear to us that we have got to treat 
the political aspect as a matier of 


priority. 

Look at the Rand Boycott. It has 
been going on for a year and my un- 
jon decided to get a lawyer to be 
ready to defend our people when any 
(one Of them is faced with eviction. 
“That's what most federations have 
done. The Rand crisis i not the only 
sue, There's the education and 
schools erisis. All the unions are 
involved because it is our children's 
furares. With organisations like the 
NDCC and UDF literally emascula- 
ced snd unable to function properly 
bbesause of constant harassment from 
the police there is no alternative but 
that the unions have got to take on 
these issues, 


How do you view the recent miners 
srike and its end? 
T bik I support Cyril Ramaphosa in 
‘calling off the strike. The choice that 
faced Cyril Ramapbosa was “does 
the NUM continue as a trade union 
or does it get smashed?” That's the 
choice which faced him ultimately 
T'ma trade unionist myself and you 
{do get toa situation where the forces 
arraigned agains you are so formid- 
able that it would be foolhardy w 
continue. I've got my sympathies 
with him. Some people might say 
Jet's go for broke, but you don’t g0 
for broke recklessly. You wait for 
the exact moment to strike and then 
‘you go for broke. Here it would have 
been suicidal 

‘Let's (ook atthe methods employ. 
by the mine houses: Firstly you 
have a migrant labour system where 
people stay in hostels and they are 
‘dependent of the mining houses for 
food. So the mining houses were 
denying them food. Secondly, the 
security system. The mining houses 
have hired all the people who have 
Jet the police because they wanted 3 
better salary, and some of thent they 


srenol bound by whatever ite code 
of conduct guides the police, they 
fare a law unto themselves. The Way 
they were dealing with people, twas 
clear they don't have a Police’ Com- 
‘missioner 40 report to they don't 
have thie their excesses. They 
can just do. anything they want 
Lasty the Chamber of Mines was 
‘ot going to budge an inch. Tt was 
going to make sure that itcrushed the 
"And then there was the unemploy- 
‘ment ~ they could employ thousands 
‘who were just waiting t0 take ‘up 
Jobs. The Chamber of Mines would 
have succeeded in crushing the 
NUM. 0 It is very. difficult to 
tuionie people, particularly ater a 
strike ofthis nature. The new people 
sould not be prepared to join the 
NUM. You have got Took a all these 
reasons. and then understand that 
Cyril Ramaphosa took the wisest 
dsetsion under the circumstances 


adopted a hardening attitude towards 
thetradeunionmovemeat, .  Tothe 
past some maniggements have ralis- 
‘that there is some justification for 
some of the strikes, Right now the 
tendency is ‘Crush first” and then 
adress the grievances. In the past 
managements use 1 try and crush 
‘the strike whilst addressing the prob- 
Jems. Now iti “First use the Jack 
hoot’ and when you have humiliated 
the union then you can talk to the 
‘workers and appear as the good em- 
ployer who is concerned with the 
‘Workersand youdon’t want theuaion 

and mess around with the 
‘relationships. You have’ this two 
pronged attack from management — 
‘he bosses ~and the government, 50 
Tamleftinno doubt thatthe heat ison, 
theunion movement. 

“Three of our officials were det- 
sined just ast week. Two have bees 
Confirmed. The third was just ab- 
ducted im the street and we don't 
Inow whereheis, There isobviowsly 
{increased activity on the union move 
‘ment, Look at the way the sate deal 
‘with therailways strike and the postal 
strike. With the rarlway stike 
‘the brutality! They didnot hesitates 
shoot people at point blank range 
They did not hesitate. SATS. Se 
‘employer, is not honouring the 
agreements made with the union at 
theendofthestrike. The postal strike 
too, again the day after the settlement 
the’ officials of the union. were 
detained, Atonestagethe leadership 
‘couldn't be at home, they had to 20 
into hiding, Itwas obvious they were 
‘going tobekidnapped and killed. The 
country is geting like South Ames 
ica, all opponents of the government 
are going to disappear or their bullet 
Fidden bodies wll found i the veldt 


In effect, he also showed the power 
of the union. 

Ofcourse. In Azania to beableto get 
sso many thousands of people 10 £0 
‘out on strike, that demonstrates how 
strong that union is. I's not easy to 
ge people out on strike in any ooun- 
try, but the NUM managed to get 
people to do it in South Africa des- 
pite Emergency Regulations, des- 
pite unemployment, despite the var- 
‘ous methods that the Mining houses 
were using against them, 


We've heard news in this country 
‘about detained trade unionists and 
trade union leaders and about Moses 
Masekiso and the show trial which 
hheand his comrades are facing. Can 
you comment on that, and also the 
regime's repression. directed at 
trade wrions? 
{personally support the campaignon 
Moses Mayckiso. 1 understand that 
the campaign is not only about May- 
ekiso, but he is representative of 
‘many other unionists in the country. 
‘Mayekiso, because he isin NUMSA 
and in the Alexandra Action Com 
‘mitee is demonstrating the link 
between the trade union movement 
‘and. the community organisations, 
So there is alot to say about Moses 
Mayekiso. I support that campaign 
particularly as there is evidently 
Boing to be a stepped vp campaign 
by the government to deal with the 
‘union movement. Wehad the confis- 
ation of the passpon of COSATU 
‘General Secretary Jay Naidoo and 
the President of the Transport and 
Allied Workers Union, Rankholo. 
The managements themselves have 


We hear a great deat in the Bri 
ish press about the release of black 
leaders like Mandela and. the 
possibilty of a negotiated settle 
‘ment, Is there any possibility of = 
negotiated setlemen!? 

‘The possibility is there ofthe release 
‘of certain Ieaders, yes. The govern 
ment would want t0 be seen by the 
imernational community 25 & Very 
hhuman government. They have dec 
ided the criteria will be age, heath 
and the number of years a prisoner 
hasbeen in jul, So here you have the 
‘government trying io portray itself as 
Fhumane and prepared to forgive ts 
politcal foes, 

The same government talks of 
negotiation, At this point, Lam sorry 
to say, if there are any negotiations 
and agreements are reached you are 
going to get Nkomati-style agree- 
‘ments. There are sill prerequisites 
that have to be met, The PAC and 
ANChave gotto form united front 
Right now the government is seen to 
be having the upper hand. Until the 
liberation organisations can demon 
strate that they have the upper hand i 
will be impossible to go to the negot- 
{ating table without coming out with 
san Nkomatitypeagreement, Alsothe 
Iiberation movements have got to 
agree tothe type of climate within the 
country that will force the white 
people in South Africa to press their 
Bovernment to go to the negotiating 
table, Tam in the country, I haven't 
seen any pressure coming from white 
people calling on the government to 
negotiate with the organisations oF 
the people .. Negotiations are out 
ofthe question at this tage, 
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| RESPECT NOT PITY 


Speech made by non-stop picketer Susan 
{aged 12)on the specia/picket for youth in 
South rica on 30 October 
T want to speak today about the wonderful 
struggle of the children in South Africa 
Recently we heard from Glynis Kinnock 
about the vile torture of the black South 
African children by the South African 
pal 

This torture fils us with disgust and 
hatred ofthe South African police hut also 
swith deep respect because it's these young 
chilrenand youth who wre making certain 
| that he strgale for theie Freedom will 0 
| on 

Glynis Kinnock and the Labour Party is 
only sorry for them. We are proud of 
chem. Ans we hope i some small way that 
wwe the picketers are acting with them, 

{can tell you that young people cannot 
sand rubbish and 1 eannot stand Glynis 
Kinnock’s pity for them. I say that Glynis 
Kinnock should come down to the Em- 
Das and take a few litle risks herself to 
protest against apartheid 

Children in South Africa and children in 
Britain have very differen lives. But we 
allknow when enough is enough. 


CALL TO LIFT 
SUSPENSIONS 


-Alewerhas been written by British Memb- 
‘ersof Parliament addressed tothe African 
National Congress jn Lusk, requesting 
the reinstatement of David and NormaKit 
+00 who were suspended from the acti 
‘=softheLondon ANC in November 1984, 
David Kitson was released from prison 
in 1984. Five months after his arrival in 
"Britain the suspensions took place. Fund- 
ing forthe ‘job for life” at Ruskin Col- 
‘esc. Oxford, promised him by his trade 
ssioa, TASS, when he was. prisohier, has 
"been withdrawn, His suspension from the 
ANC is given as the excuse. David has 
teen working at Ruskin College since he 
"returned to Britain. The College fally sup- 
‘pons himand wants him to continue. They 
Save now conferred on him an emeritus 


pest. 
COURT NEWS - OCTOBER 
© Op 26 October all changes against six 
picketers were dropped arising from 13 
June 1986, the day ater the imposition of 
the Sate of Emergency in South Africa. On 
"shat day the police launched a particularly 
wssious attack on the picket directed at 
black people and stewards, Bight people 
were arrested - four of them were badly 
-ssuulfed in the process ~andthen various- 
| y charged with assault on police, highway 
| struction, police obstruction and 
threatening behaviour, The real erime is 
‘atthe charges have been allowed to stand 
for more than a year 
© Lorna and Virman were acquitted of 
highway obstruction when police atacked 
the picket, smashed the table and then ac- 
cused Lorna and Vieman of breaking it 
© Mike and Simone had ludicrous charges 
ssziinst them dropped. They supposedly 
‘committed the crime of drinking a cup of 
saffee and stepping off the pavement! 
‘ André won his appeal against a convic- 
sion for hiting a police officer with... 
daffodil 


GRAPEVINE... 
A cov bouts a hs CPS (which in 
eat ons aeons sil te 
Bere eo we ome 
Mes fas deci a nent ot 
Shores sting sprint Nowsop 
poles tera: esp! 
cicero te eecoaemw a 
sat ean roto Spc 
Sent in charge of TSG x Pang 
eae rious tm is poe 
tonto Chit nepsor ti 
oe Noe aes esoas ot 


pounds of tax payersmoney andeven more 
Spolice-hourspursuing a vendets against 


the picket, banning it from the pavement, 
driving morale at Cannon Row to an all- 
fame low and making the police force « 
laughing-stock, This is record, even for 

© Cannon Row 
© Little is known about the whereabouts 

| of CI Perry, Gilbertson’s partner in crime. 
Rumour has it that he is studying for his 
Hep, 


SMASH APARTHEID! 


Moses Mayekiso 


must go free 


Scores of metal workers with Daniel Dube, the President of their 
union NUMSA, Congress of South African Trade unions leaders Jay 
Naidoo and Elijah Barayi and an observer from the British TUC were dren would gither in front of his home 
amongst the 200 people crowded into room 4E at the Rand Supreme 
Court on Monday 19 October. Many wore T-shirts ‘Free Moses Maye- 


kiso!". 
‘twas the opening day inthe trial of NUM~ 
SA's General and his four com 


rades from the executive ofthe Alexandra 
Action Commie. Relatives erected and 
‘hugged the accused. Moses Mayekiso ex 
tered the dock, smiled and gavea clenched 
fist salute alongside his young brother 
Mewanele, Paul. Tshabalala, Richard 
Miakane aod Obed Bapela who all plead 
‘ed not guilty tocharges of reason, sition 
‘and subversion. The state alleges thatthe 
‘Alex 3 masterminded the ereation ofthe 
yard, street and area committees, the 
peoples courts and the activities of the 
‘young comrades in making Alexandra ‘un- 
governable” (see FREI71 and 72). 

On the second day police pointed out on 
snaps and aerial photographs of Alex the 


locations of the peoples courts and the 
hhomes ofthe accused, Judge Van der Walt 
cleared the public from the courtroom - 
what a contrast tothe people's own cours. 
‘The press were allowed to siay, on condi- 
tion that they did not identify prosecution 
‘witnesses. 15 businessmen and traders tes- 
tified that they had suffered from a 
3-month consumer boycott: One claimed 
his turnover dropped from 20,000 
month to R30.a week, None of the traders 
had met Moses Mayekiso. 

Under cross examination by David Sog- 
ott SC. advocate for the accused, a shop- 
Keeper admitted that he had once shot ata 
group of youths. He offered another poss- 
ible reason for the hoyent of his business, 
that police often used the premises. Chil- 


ANDY HIGGINBOTTOM 


shouting ‘Sell Out!" Another witness 
agreed that there were high rates of unem- 
ployment and poverty, no electricity or 
‘sewerage and that by 1985 there was areal 
threat of forced removal for the people of 
Alex. He agreed that in the period of the 
‘peoples courts the crime rate, murders and 
stabbings had dropped significantly during 
the anti-crime campaign by the youth, 

The Alex 5 share their cell with eight 
comrades aged from 17 1 28 years 
‘old — from the Alexandra Youth Congress 
(AYCO) and comrades from Kagiso town- 
ship. Nineteen in one cell. The treason 
trialofthe AYCO8 (MaolisaZwane, Vasi 
Newenya. Andrew Mafutho, David Maf- 
tho, Arthur Vilikazi, Albert Sibola, Piet 
Magano and the 17 year old) has been un 
erway in courtroom 4F, next door to the 
Alex 

The Alex 5 trial will proceed for 
smonths, much oft in camera. There is 0 


March for Mayekiso 


“We fully appreciate support from comrades outside to release all 
the detainees and to free Moses Mayekiso’ 

Message from the National Union of Metalworkers South Africa to the 
March for Mayekiso demonstration on 10 October. 

Despite heavy pouring rain nearly 1,000 people marched to join 
the Non-Stop Picket of the South African Embassy. They were in the 
right place at the right time, and in sufficient numbers to make their 
voice of solidarity heard by the front line fighters in South Africa. A 
week previously the New Nation newspaper had reported City AA’s 
14 September picket for Mayekiso, and days before the trial opened 
the Weekly Mail carried a front page photograph and report of the 10 
October demonstration, together with a double page advertisement 
from the Friends of Moses Mayekiso. The mass circulation daily The 
Sowetan also reported that hundreds took to the streets of London. 


The Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the 
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, com- 
rade Gora Ebrahim, former political 
prisoner David Kitson, Freddie Kauko of 
SWANU, Jeremy Corbyn MP, City AAs 
Convenor Caral Brickley, David Reed of 
the ROG and all groups who participated 
inthe day gave speeches. Comrade Ehra- 
hhio called for the release of Nelson Man- 
dela, Zephanis Mothopeng, Moses Maye 

kiso and also his detained brother Ismail 
Ebrahie. 

‘An executive member of COSATU and 
several former political prisoners marched 
too. Messages of support for Mayckiso 
‘came from Arthur Scargill, four Members 
of Parliament and from prisoners inside 
Beitain’ jails. 


‘The democratic, non-sectarian ap- 
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proachargued for by the RCG and adopted 
by City AA through convening the March 
for Mayekiso Committee open to all who 
supported 10 October was fully vindi- 
cated. The demonstration was led off by 
the City of London Anti-Apartheid Group 
and the Glasgow Young Republican Flute 
Band who had travelled 800 miles wo take 
part. A diversity of contingents from poli 
tical, cultural, trade union, student and 
‘youth groups included the RCG and sup- 
porters of Fight Racism! Fight Imperial 
ism!. The banner of Viraj Mendis, our 
‘comrade excluded from taking part by the 
racist Home Office, took pride of place. 
"Those in the Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
in SACTU and the leadership of NALGO 
and other trade unions who have boasted 
their support for Moses Mayekiso, yet 


tried to sabotage any practical campaign 
ing activity, were nowhere to be seen, On 
the initiative of FRFI supporters the Isting 
‘ton NALGO branch, and other NALGO 
‘members defied the disgraceful sectarian 
manoeuyrestostop them marching. There 
‘was a band of SWP members at the begin- 
ning rally, even proud to say that they had 
come only to sell Socialist Worker. They 
‘had no intention of marching in the rain 
and soon let when they realised they could 
‘ot justify their party's refusal to unite in 
action for Mayekiso and his comrades. 
David Reed, Editor of FRFI summed up 
the message of 10 October: 
‘City of London AA is offering a-new 
way forward, This march for Moses 
Mayekiso and his comrades is a break 
from the rotten traditions ofthe left. tis 
‘astand on the side of democracy - itis 
stand for open and noa-sectarian cam 
paigning —it is the beginning of a new 
fighting movement against apartheid 
Indeed, it is everything Moses Maye~ 
iso and his comrades stand for. 
City AA"s campaign for Mayekiso is now 
focussed on the Non-Stop Picket where 
there was another mass rally to mark the 
‘opening of the trial on 19 October. It was, 
joined by a contingent of firefighters from 
FBU branches across London, Every 
month ofthe trial City AA willhold amass 
rally to keep up pressure on the racist 
regime. Everyone, without any exceptions 
or exclusions, is welcome. 
Andy Rigginbottom 


jury. Judge Van der Walt ruled from the 
‘outset that although treason isa capital of- 
fence the death penalty would not apply in 
this case. Even with racist South Africa the 
campaign of protests inside and outside 
the country has bogun to have an effect. 
Van der Walt js no liberal. His decision 
allowed him to dispense with the assessors 
which would otherwise sit with him (in 
place of a jury by apartheid’s laws) and 
avoid the possibility ofa split decision, He 
served his paymusters well in a previous 
trial, sentencing ANC freedom fighter 
Marion Sparg to 25 years in prison for 
treason, 

‘The regime avunts to put Moses Maye- 
kiso behind bars for a very long time 
Tbecause he organised a new generation of 
resistance, There isa tough battle ahead 10 
rmake'sure thatthe Alex 5 and all those who 
participated in the street committees and 
peoples courts go free, Toin with us in the 
campaign to release Moses and all the de- 
tainees right now. 

Moses Mayekiso must go free! 


‘On 6 November City Limits magai 
ine presented the Non-stop picket 
with its award for ‘best demo’ 
1987. Cdes Zolile Keke and David 
Kitson presented the award to 
Grace and Danny on behalf of the 
picket. Viva City Groupt 


March for 
Sa 


On 24 October some 50,000 
people took part in the AAM's 
only national demonstration this 
year. The organisers claimed 
75,000 but even this figure 
would make it the smallest AAM 
national march for years. 
‘Those who did follow the trail through 
London to the sally in Hyde Park were 
tweated to the usual collection of AAM 
speakers. Joan Lestor, Labour Party, 
creatively rewrote history by accusing 
‘Thutcher of delaying independence in 
‘Zimbabwe. Infact, of course, the 1964-70 
and 1974-79 Labour governments had 
deliberately (wisted and turned (0, avoid 
Zimbabwean independence atthe cost of 
thousands of fives 

The theme of Thatcher's intransigence 
‘was taken up by ANC speaker. Johnston 
‘Makatini, He warned that Thatcher's ref- 
usal to take action against the apartheid 
‘regime might lead to the “radicalisation of 
the ANC" and even “atacks on the British 
interests 

RCG comrades and City Group suppor- 
ters formed one of the livelier contingents 
(on the demonstration. There were many 
people who could be mobilised into an ef- 
fective ati-epartheid movement as shows 
by the $20 FRFI sold. However, they will 
have to join with City Group if they want 
something better than the AAM's mean- 
ingless ritual, and increasingly rare 
| marches. 
| Terry O'Halloran 


OUTH AFRI 


THATCHER TERRORISES 


VANCOUVER SUMMIT 
te 


tthe Vancouver Commonwealth sumnit 
in October Thatsher once again blessed 
apartheid. Alone, she stood against sanc- 
tions and argued for even greater invest 
tment and collaboration with the apartheid 
regime. With racist arrogance and total 
disregard forthe real terrorism of apart- 
hed, she dismissed the ANC asa terrorist 
‘organisation’ 10 which she would never 
tulk, denying that both Geoffrey Howe and 
Lynda Chatker had met wth Oliver Tambo 
ts representatives of the Conservative 
cabinet. Thatcher was aguin exposed asthe 
greatest ally of apartheid 


APARTHEID TERRORISM 
IN MOZAMBIQUE AND 
ANGOLA 


South Africa's aggression against the 
frontline states has taken on a bloody char~ 
acter again, On Tharsday 29 October 
‘South African backed MNR massacred at 
least211 people and destroyed 80 vehicles 
in an ambush on a large convoy on the 
‘country's main north-south road in the 
‘area of Paninga, 50 miles from Maputo. 
‘This was the second ambush in the area to 
take place within fortnight and the fifth in 
three months. 53 people were killed by the 
MNR in an ambush of aconvoy on 16 Oct- 
ober, 92 people were killed in Manjacaza 
fot 10 August and 424 were killed in the 
townof Momione on 18 July. Relimo con 
demns the actions of the MINK as an at- 
‘tempt to isolate the capital city of Maputo. 
Frelimo said on Monday 2 November that 
the MNR’s tactics were “conceived and 
planned by the. racist South African 
regime’, and South Africa "has in reo=nt 
‘months proceeded with massive infiltra- 
tion of bandits into southern Mozambique 
with the specific task of practising this ex- 
Ireme, horrific and inhumane form of ter- 
‘orisn)- the indiscriminate slaughter of 
‘men, women and children.” 

‘South African terrorists struck szain on 
Saturday 31 October, South African 
forces stormed SWAPO base in Soutien 
‘Angola, killing 180 SWAPO soldiers. 2 
South African soldiers were also killed 


PRISONER MARRIES 
| SS a 


Wilton Mkwayi. an ANC member jailed 
for life on Robben Tsland since 1964, has 
finally won government permission 0 
marry Irene who he married by proxy 20 
years ago. They were, married on 31 
October, 


Lorna Reid 


PAC ARMY ON THE MOVE 
SS Sa 


Enock Zulu, a leading member ofthe Aza- 
njan Peoples Liberation Army (APLA), 
the military wing of the Pan Africanist 
Congress of Azania, stands tral in Pre- 
{oria along with six others in what amounts 
toan admission by the state that the PAC is. 
powerful and effective force in South 
Africa today. 

‘The 1980s have been declared the dec- 
‘ade of the Azanian revolution by the PAC 
‘and 1987 particularly the year that the 
‘asses would be armed, Zulu and three of 
his comrades are alleged to have under- 
‘gone military training and to have been ac- 
tive within South Africa. Scorpion mach- 
ine pistols, weapons used exclusively by 
the PAC, were found on the bodies of Neo 
Sarel Khoza-and Tshepo Lilel who were 
Killed in a car chase in September. The 
regime has offered 2 R1000 reward to any- 
‘one giving information leading tothe ar- 
rest of persons in possession of scorpion 
pistols, 

‘The trial of Comrade Zulu, along with 
others in the Transkei accused of harbour- 
ing PAC freedom fighters, proves thatthe 
PAC is true to its word and is indeed arm- 
ing the masses in 1987, 


Dave Kenny 


What is the programme of the Pan Afri- 
‘canist Congress for Azania? 

‘The PAC rogandsitelf as the custodian of 
the 1949 Programme of Action which was 
adopted at the Bloemfontein Conference 
of the African National Congress (ANC). 
AF you look at the history of our struggle, 
the ANC was formed in 1912. From 1912 
until 1949 it was an organisation which 
tmerely reacted tothe series of laws that the 
‘South African regime was passing, but did 
not itself have a programme; The 1949 
programme, which was presented by the 
‘youth, and in fact it was presented by the 
first President of the PAC, Mangaliso 
Robert Sobukwe, for the first time raised 
fundamental questions. First, what is the 
nature of the struggle in apartheid South 
Arica? The nature of the struggle, it said, 
‘was thatthe people of that country had yet 
to exercise their right of self-determina- 
tion, and therefore the struggle was for 
national liberation and self-determination 
‘as opposed to a civil rights struggle in our 
‘country. .-- 

‘We do not regard apartheid merely 3s 
‘struggle against racial discrimination, we 
regard apartheid as a history of dispos- 
session, oppression, exploitation and 
discrimination, 


‘So what is your attitude to the white people 
‘of South Africa? 

Weedo not look ut the situation as such that 
there are Black people, Coloureds, 
Indians. We start off from the premise that 
in our country we have human beigs. 
‘There are people in our country who have 
Jinteoduced the element of racism in our 
country. Those people must rid them 
selves of racism. To usanybody who owes 
hhis- allegiance to Africa and accepts 
African majority rule is an African. That 
decision has to be taken by them; we 
cannotimpose iton them. What you would 
call the white people in our country. we 
‘say to them whal is it that you are protect- 
ing? Certainly yoo are not protecting your 
‘Pigmentation, for no one can change that 

‘What they ate really protecting is their 
privileges... We are fighting a system, 
which, unformnately. in our country is 
perpetrated by a group of people who 
claim they are preserving a racial group, 
but what they are really protecting is 
material interests which they have allocat- 
ed w themselves und used the question of 
racism to justify that position, What we 
are saying to the white people, as you say, 
is itis they who must make the choice of 
either remaining the oppressors in our 
‘country, in which case we wil fight them, 
‘or joining the oppressed people. 


If white people accept your programme 
‘can they join your movement? 

‘Yes, the constitution is very clear- They 
have joined in the past, but we do not 
regard ourselves as a, circus, where we 
parade ourselves.on the hasis that so and 
so is white, so and so is coloured ete. For 
instance if you look at me, perhaps you 
would say I am a person of Asian origin. 
ButTam an Azanian. Inthe PAC, Tam not 
representing my group or my racial classi- 
fication, T am an Azanian who accepts 
African majority rule and | owe my 
allegiance tothe African continent. Tama 
member of the PAC. Similarly anyone 
else can join. 


The programme that is widely known in 
Britain in relation 10 the South African 
struggle ix the Freedom Charter. Most 
people have heard of it. What is the 
‘attitude of the PAC to the Charter? 

tis not aquestion of an attitude. What you 
have to ask is what historical factors led to 
the drawing up of the Freedom Charter, 
‘what were the political motives? You say 
that the Freedom Charteris widely known 
in Britain. It is equally true that people 
tend to take the view that because the 
Freedom Charter says that South Africa 
‘belongs toall those who live in itblack and 
white, therefore anyone subscribing tothe 
Freedom Charter is automatically non- 
racial and anyone opposing the Charter 
therefore becomes a racist... 

‘The Freedom Charter came about as a 
direct challenge tothe 1949 Programme of 
‘Action because that Programme raised the 
fundamental question of the right of self 


Fighting for 


liberation 


FRFI is proud to publish an interview with Cde Gora Ebrahim of 
the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC). As part of our 
solidarity with all organisations fighting apartheid and for liberat- 
jon in South Affica, we have in the past printed interviews and 
articles by ANC representatives and others from the liberation 
struggle. We are now pleased to print this interview with Cde 
Ebrahim, conducted by David Reed, as part of that solidarity. 
(Cade Gora Ebrahim is a member of the Central Committee of the 


PAC and the Secretary for Foreign Affairs and Information. He is 


currently based at PAC external headquarters in Tanzania. 


PAC Cdes Gora Ebrahim (second from right) and Rodweit Mzotane (ar left)Jead the 


‘march for Moses Mayekiso on 10 October 


While he wasin Britain, Ce Ebrahim raived the question of the kidnapping of his 
brother Ismail from Swaziland to South Africa. Cde Ismail, formerly a prisoner 
on Robben Island for 16 years, has been tortured in detention and is now threat- 
‘ened with trial for High Treason. Ce Gora Ebrahim gave FRFI the detail. 


‘The South African racist regime, by this 
and similar acts, have continued to vio- 
late the territorial integrity of indepen- 
‘dent states in the region. These kidnap- 
ppings have been done ina violent way. In 
the process of kidnapping my brother 
and other people from Swaziland, a son 
of a Swazi national was murdered and 


across the border. They now claim that 
they do not know who kidnapped him; he 
just appeared in Pretorix and they arest- 
‘ed him. They have been carrying out a 
numberof kidnappings in the region. 

He has smogeled outa leter tome. In 
ithe describes how they have subjected 
‘him to severe meatal torture to the point 
cof breaking him. He has survived that. 
‘We have taken the matter several times 
to court and because ofthe pressure we 
were building up they have removed 
him from Section 29  (@etention 
incommunicado) and are now charging 
him with High Treason. 

‘We want to say 10 the British auth- 
ofits, they are very quick to denounce 
and condemn violence. But here the 


regime has violated international law 
‘but the British government has done 
nothing to protest. I have specifically 
‘asked them are they now waiting for the 
national liberation movements 10 start 
kidnapping so that they can then claim 
to.ake an even hand and condemn both 
‘sides? Lf that is what they ure waiting for 
they should tell us. We believe they 
should condemn these actions. 

‘The judge said tomy brother that they 
‘know that he has smuggled out a letter 
to me and the fact that there is litle 
international outcry means no-one be- 
fieves what he writes. It is important 
that the judge is proved wrong. Actions, 
in Britain help tremendously. Even if 
they do not secure the release of prison- 
cers it helps the prisoners to know that 
the world is aware of what is happening 
‘and that the world is condemning the 
regime. You have a great responsibility 
in Britgin because the British govern- 
‘meat is arguing that they must maintain 
Tinks with South Africa to bring pres 
‘sure for peaceful change. We believe 
‘that if that is what they claim seriously 
to be doing then the least they can do is 
the condemn this sort of terrorism, 


determination. If you say that South 
Africa belongs to all those who live init, 
black and white, then I have to asl what ix 
the contradiction in the country? If the 
issue of self-determination is resolved, 
what is left i the problem of lack of 
democracy. You reduce the whole issue 
from one of self-determination, and 
tational liberation to one of civil rights 
‘The Freedom Charter says the rights of 
racial groups will be protected, What is 
‘apartheid doing at the moment? It is 
‘sponsoring the rights of racial groups. We 
say that that kind of group mentality is a 
perpetuation of the apartheid system. in 
‘another guise. . 

‘There is also the question of ‘land to the 
tillers’. You have 10 seriously 1ook atthe 
economic situation in our countcy, The 
PAC maintains that there are two aspects 
‘of the land question. The land as a country 
it was colonised and this colonial power 
as a result of law passed in a foreign 
parliament, the British parliament, hand: 
‘ex over the country 10 a settler minority. 
‘That isa fundamental question which has 
to be resolved, Then we must talk about 
land as a means of production, who will 
own those means of jon? We have 
‘contemplated the fact that there has to be 
state farms, co-operatives and, in the 
beginning, also private ownership of land 
sand small individual farmers. You cannot 
take the big agro-industrial complexes in 
‘our country like sugar, maize, wheat 
vineyards and say ‘land to the tiller’. We 
have to seriously look at these questions 
rather than make a bland statement, In our 
‘view the people who drew up the Freedom 
(Charter did it specifically to try and reduce 
‘our struggle to one of civil rights, as 
‘opposed to solving the national question 
first and foremost 


Tonight you atiended a meeting of City of 
London Anti-Apartheid Group. Have you 
‘any comments? 

Ithas been u unique meeting for me give 
‘that the traditional anti-apartheid organ- 
isations in this country who always claim 
that they are fighting for ademocratic non 
racial South Africa, have been. mos 
undemocratic in their approach to out 
struggle. They have refused the inalien 
uble right of our people to determine ous 
‘own future, Its they who believe they can 
decide for us, That is'a form of neo 
colonialism. City of London Anti-Apar 

heid Group has acted in sway that has 
Initiated the process of liberation of th 
support groups in this country. The fa: 
that they have taken this, non-sectaria 
position has ted to the liberation of the 
supporters of our struggle in this country 

‘Look at the contribution of the PAC is 
the last 27 years, It was the PAC that ls 
the 21 March campaign which culminates 
im the Sharpeville massacre. To us tha 
‘campaign was very important because i 
Jed to three important consequences. Firs 
the mental liberation of our people -t 
understand that this is vicious fascis 
regime, Second, our people lost the fear ol 
going to prison —the enemy could nc 
longer threaten our people. Thirdly th 
Sharpeville campaign changed ou 
struggle from protesting to challenging th 
regime, and it led to the armed struggle 
‘That was a very significant campaign. The 
traditional, "I would prefer. the term 
‘establishment’, anti-apartheid organisa 
tion here observes the 21 March but want 
to rewrite in cheap ink what our peopl 
have written in blood, Today it distor 
‘who organised it and what the aim of tha 
struggle was. We believe it is you 
responsibility to correct this history i 
Britain. If you take the Soweto uprising o 
1976 the only people who were formall 
charged were PAC and Black Conscioes 
ress Movement memibers. 18 PAC mem 
‘bers appeared in court at the only politics 
trial which was held in total secret. Toda 
there are six comrades who face the deat 
sentence as a result of the current upris 
ing ~The Sharpevitle Six. 

‘We have passed the phase where ou 
people are mentally liberated, they 
longer fear going to prison, and they hav 
Jost the fear of the enemies puns. It is as 
result of this that we have declared th 
1980s as the Decade of the Azania 
Revolution. 
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: Left in Disarray 


Thete was little possiblity that the two thousand delegates who attended the Socialist 


Conference in Chesterfield on 24 and 25 October would achieve a great deal. The British 


| |eftisin disarray. thoroughly on the defensive, lacking a cohesive political strategy and, 


| onimost occasions, unable even to debate the vial isues with each other let alone actin 


unity around a common cause 


| The conference was one ofthe more 
| open and democratic hel in Britain 
| nrecent years. All political tender: 
|| Ges were able to speak, sell their 
| iteratue, inside and ouside the con: 
|_| ference sessions. There were no bans 
| [or proscriptions, This contrasts 
| Sharply with the seetarian methods 


thant of ic AAM was asnad 
ots in our iene slgaese- 
tend tan the panera x 
Peclerpinncite, Tesi 
Sy peuibtiy of atoms tae 
theo vaheorlog sessions wn 
the cononce iio tn tree 
{poops eve if the dloates preset 
Eas pepe tetooane, 
Maners wer sigaly beter in smne 
the Soro wotkaopeld fortwo 
foun ion Sutrdaypernoce Bot 
ect coerce 
ear al bee beccensac ee 
ieee Consour Waren 
Droaiwace Pur Deeace Can 
prep tisiartaag eltoras 
Eman wht ely proto 
Prep eeronlangrersy 
Sitnicd nove ofthe oy See 
f | ceovet rateat le ice ron tc! 

perebary Oovly Bee Later 
| het 

Toneich) ee Wohl tel 

fetowscorbe nodes eeattyer 
B | ciy"witesch ober: Accariogts 
Beka cade cepmtaes sb 

fees tes ad ehncenler 
aco’ canot bo kaping yop 
phasing the personal beaSas 
pret Seay ad 
ficials when in office. Scargill 

rogreed “Tis anument wit 
Coninng some ubntnce. reveal 


: 


uremely shallow jdgement™ It 
| Gepends om your experience Scar 
fil, Bety. Heathfield (Women Ag- 
| | Pr Closres) ano North 
Staffs. Women Againat Pit Clow 
‘eres cheit are all agreed. They know 
| | ihar Kinnook, Willis and ether Lab- 
| |urand rade union leaders played a 
\Gecisive role in bringing about the 
| defeat of the miners strike. That 
| cherism was victorious. Thesocilist 
|ause was dramatically setback 
| Tony Beas hava shor mierory. Per 
Jnaps he would rather forget. Ant 
Apanheid work jn the late sintes 
(Namib ueaniumeontiacs, Rhodes- 
Ja) Insh solidarity work inthe ate 
seventies (judicial imernment, t= 
Sotutionalised torture an the 
| lock campaign) and therefore the 
socials cause ese undermined by 
Jean's own role. in successive 
Labour cabinets. The ‘loss of 
|sovilistinfluencestarelalong way 
Deck. Helfer got it wrong when he 
| sid that socialism had been on the 
[defensive nthe Labour Pary “since 
| MrKinnock and his deputy, Roy Hat 
tersey, were elect in 1982 on 2 
ream ticket” Socialism as a: 
x be on the defensive im the 
our Party 
| “Nevertheless, they were agreed 
vhatthey “did noteamete stupa new 
party. but 10. discuss comm 
‘round’ Tony Benn, Scargill might 
fave called the “new realism the 
rabour leadership a ‘strategy for 
ass collaboration. designed to 
real vonfusion apd fear” but ike 
i, bell believes tha the Lsbou 
| Pany could bturned inioa vehiclet 
take even “revoluemury demands 
citintotheseeet nd across the 
{ aon”. Senepill really uid stretch 
rarer, He began his speesh al 
the ally, nm. Saturday 
Jemponsitating the 


stacked them for allowing News In 
femational journalists press ereden- 
tials und the briefing documents for 
‘not only. ignoring ‘muny crucial 
Struggles” ut also indicating 'view= 
points we can hear aay time in Tee~ 
Jures from the Lahour Party right- 
wing leadership’. He ended hy 


prevalent in this country such as the «| 
Jast two annual-generai mectings of 2) 
the AAM when al litersture other 3. 


telling us he did not ant ‘electoral 
power” bat “political power fo smash 
the capitalist system’. There is an 
enormous leap to be made here. And 
fone that the British Labour Party 
With. of course, a ‘strong movement 
‘outside Parlisment” (Bern) is some 
how expected toaccomplish. How is 
it to be done? A lame bit of faith 
‘comrades 


DAVID REED 


The answer had, in fact, wlready 
‘heen given. Now safely insalled in 
the Houses of Parliament, our man 
for all seasons supplied the answer. 
Ken Livingstone gave us his 
apocalyptic vision, The tide had now 
‘rnd othe left withthe Wall Street 
crash, The“Wworst recession that has 
happened since the Second World 
War is upon us. “Iewill change all 
political relationships... the whale 


Sear eer ent ad 
SOCIALIST REVUE 


the Chestertielo gathering would 
bbe # hard job for even a seasoned 
entrepreneur. The ‘Solidarity Ral- 
ly’ was bound to encompass both 
the best (and it was very good) 
and the worst {way beyond expec- 
ations) of the British Labour 
movement. 

‘Best’ were the North Staffs 
Women Against Pit Closures 
choir 2 group of working class 
women who have drawn the polit 
lecal lessons of the miners’ strike 
and set them to music. And these 
lessons are not restricted to the 
strike itself, but include the rec- 
ognition of common struggle with 
the Irish, South African and other 
‘oppressed peoples. Listening to 
them, we could see how political 
consciousness is changed 
through struggle. 

“Worst” was the evening's com- 
pére and amateur comedian, 
Mike Elliot MEP, whose chauy- 
inism wos breathtaking. His 
comment following the pertorm- 
ance by the BTR Sarmco! strikers 
of the gumboot dance that ‘if 
things get much worse in That- 
her's Britain we'll all be doing 
Wellie dances’ has only been sur- 
passed by the radical yuppies of 
‘the ROP. Their report on Chester- 
field in tr, devoted mainty to per- 
Sonal abuse of the participants, 
describes the Sarmcol strikers as 
‘South African troupe’ and their 
dance as the ‘township equival- 
ent of Morris dancing’. The Sarm- 
col strikers have been locked-out 
for two years and their perfor- 
mances in this country are to 
raise solidarity and money for 
their struggie. Being black, or op- 
pressed, or having a ‘foreign’ 
culture have always been the trig- 
gers for the British chauvinism 
‘and racism which often passes for 
Wit, Mike Elliot and the RCP have 
learnt from the British ruling class 
to dispense their shit from a great 
height. Carol Brickley 


‘agenda for socials 1s back iv th: | 
forefront of society". Simples0's&. | 
Forget thatthe lefts in disarray. that 
eft: Labour councils are mstigatine | 
cuts (Livingstone, afterall, started | 
‘therot)andthat Thafcherism faces bo | 
serieusly organised politcal opps 
tioa. Have fath, the socisist dawns | 
‘pening before us. Allgood stu for | 
‘late Saturday night rally with peaty 
(of oer inside them! 

For the rest the British Trotskyist 
left was there in force, recreating 
Saaliniss 90 dou to reaffirm esr 
own existence The Socalist Work 
fers Party and other assorted Trot- 
Skyists howled down the fratcrnal 
delegates from the Soviet Union 
when they were welomed on th 
platform. A New Communis: Party 
eiegate was reminded that his 
‘orgatination way sill im existence 
when other. rather noisy, Trotsky 
ists harangued him on the stairway. 
about Solidarnosc and Poland 

The Socialist Workers Party was 
thete in foree. and, ted by hamourist 
Paul Foot, kept giving everyone 
abstract lectures on “reform and 
revolution’. The revolution, _of| 
sours. isto be led by “the working 
class at the point of produc 
thon. °, by which they mean Brt- 
‘sh trade unionists Coming from an 
Organisation which Would aot rece 
rise revolution even if it ssw ove. 
this was = Bit of 2 check. The SWP 
nov omly refuses to acknowledge the 
existence of all socialist countries 
but has attacked ail revolutionary 
struggles for national liberation i 
‘Oppressed mations, At home its sex 
taranism prevents it from joing 
‘emonstrations in sopport of South 
African leader Moses Mayehiso and 
feads Socialist Worker wo comstaraly 
atlsch and undermine the vital 
ani-deporation campaign it def- 
ence of our comrade Vitaj Mendis 
Neher Washington or Moscow. 
ror anything cls bot the SWP! Net | 
1 good foundation to build social 
wosty 
‘The most fruitful session that the | 
RCG delegates attended was a work-| 
shop on racism intraguced by Shar- | 
fon Atkin. Precisely because apt 
racism isso crucial for any social- 
ist movement the discussion here | 
brooght out the sharpest political 
points. One delegate Jim Fazal, hag 
Earlier torn up his Labour Party card 
in protest at the treatment of Sharon 
Atkin, dropped asthe parliamentary 
candidate for Notinghar East after | 
correctly desribing the Labour Pa 
tyasracist. Narendra Makanji,viee- 
chair of Black Sections. pointed out 
that black sections had not been 
recognised in. the Labour Party 
because the white leadership of the 
Labour Purty and trade union move 
tient are putting out a signal 10 the 
twit voters that Black people im the 
Labour Party are expendable’. As 
veith many at this conference. why 
he remains in the Labour Party is 2 

The RCG angeed in this work- 
shop, after drawing the connections 
‘between the racivm and oppression 
direcied at Irish people and that 
directed at black people, that « pew 
Socialist movement m Brtais could 
only be built on an anti-racist, ant 
imperialist basis, Further, that given 
the wide divergence of political 

mstions at the con 
more iraportant to 
Find the sues which would allow us 
to unite in action, io particular in 
Aefenceof those facing the onslaught 
‘of Thatcherism,thanto tak pasteacd 
‘ther about our ideological 
therences 

The conference deciled wo organ. 
ise regional meetings followed by 4 
‘atioasi conference in May. The 
CG will argue for these meetingsto| 
bbe mare representative of the forces 
Fighting back and for them to aim at 
creating unity im action 
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| Bi oncanise with Frei 


NON STOP ACTION 
AGAINST IMPERIALISM 


over the last month and some plans for the future 
SS 


(oe ee 
‘Lorna Reid looks at what the RCG has been doing 


RACISny 


een 


Ri 


y 


‘Alone on the Bnish left the REW- 
Jotionary Carammunist Group has act- 
ively raised suppon for the Tamil 
‘people's right © self- determination. 
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) are fighting 10 defend 
the Tamil people from the Indian ar- 
smy onslaught. Ranged against them 
are the Indian Army and the Sri Lan- 
lean government backed by British 
ang American imperialism. Like the 
Irish people ang the Black people of 
South Africa their fight for national 
land democratic rights 1s being ruth- 
lessly attacked by the smperialiss 
and theis agents And like the Irish 
people and the fighting masses. of 
South Africa their struggle has 
received the same response” from 
‘both the bourgeois and the left press 
in Britain, (Ser the atcle by Trevor 
Rayne in this issue) 

“The RCG has been the only com- 
munis! erganisation i Britain wo rec- 
‘enise the LTTE as a national liber~ 
tion movement. the of the 
‘Tamil people. Whilst the left was 
hhurfing slanders at the Tigers the 
RG gave them a platform in meet- 
Ings called Sri Lanka —No peace 
for Tamils. No peace for Viraj 
Mendis. At our own public mect- 
‘ngs, and meetings initiated by us 
through the VMDC. ee gave the 
Tigers the opportunity 10 speak 10 
people aboot their sirugsle. We did 
this inthe spirtof interaationalism10 
explain why the working class in Bri- 
‘tain has 0 Support the Tamil people’ 
rightto setf-derermination. The rt 
‘international backer of the Sri Lan- 
Kan government is Britain. Since 
before formal independence up tothe 
present day the Tamil people have 
hadto fight police foree, builtby the 
British aod modelled on the: Royal 
Isish Constabulary, and the British 
SAS. The victory of their strgele 
‘will strengthen the revolutionary 
Forces in South Asia and weaken our 
enemy at home ~ British imperial 
sm, Inthis context we argue that our 
comrade Vira'sstrugele for etizen- 
‘hip in Britain and the Tari strogele 
for nabionbood are wagod against the 
same enemies racism and 
impesiatism, 

Public meetings by the ROG and 
MDC were beld in London, Man- 
chester, Liverpool and Glasgow. In 
London Anton Raja, representing 


2 
the VMDC and Jeremy Corbyn MP. 
Anton Raja and Trevor Rayne shared 


the platfon 
Manchester, 

‘We supported! VMDC pickets out- 
side Durning Stret and the offices 
of the Guardian and the Morning 
‘Star to protest at suppor given to the 
war against the Tams by the British 
government, the Brush bourgeois 
press aad the British lef press In 
Manchester the RCG has been the 
‘main driving force in organising sup- 
port for the Tamils through the 
YMDC. On Friday 6 November the 
MDC held a successful demonstra 
tion to support the Tamil people. We 
supporied a demonstration in Lan- 
‘don organised by Tamil people from 
southern India and a picket of the In 
dian High Commission, We will con- 
tinue to mobilise support for the 
‘Tamil people and expose the role of 
British collaboration with the Sri 
Lankan government and its death 
squads inthe Indian army 


‘with Viraj Mendis in 


MARCH AGAINST 


TS STE 
Tn October the RCG marched twice 


through London against apartheid. 
‘On 10 October we marched with the 
(City Group March for Moses Maye- 


perialism, Our political work on the 
Streets. in our meetings, through our 
newsptiper is laying the basis for a 
‘new movement. On 24 October we 
took our politics and our practical 
experience to the Socialist Con- 
ference in Chesterfield (see report). 
Ik was there that the bankruptcy of 
the left, inside and outside the 
Labour “Party, was exposed ~ no 
sim, no unity, no action, 

‘Tobuilda new movement ibe pol 


Ieso (see report). We marched agsin 
‘02 24 Octaber on the AAM demon- 

‘tration We supported the City 
‘Group contingent and the torch Tight 
rally on the Non-Stop Picket afier- 
‘wards. Our members and supporters 
from London and outside sold a tots 
‘520 copies of Fight Racism! Fight 
‘Imperialism’ To discuss fly the sig 

pificance of the South African revol- 
‘ubon for the working class we are 
holding dayschools forall our mem 


‘bers and supporters ties of the RCG must be taken to all 
those hing bok guint opps 
sion because its the a 
ERESADEREAMED politically capable of uniting broad 
PRISONERS Forces in the interests ofthe working 


<lass and the oppressed. The work 
‘we have carried out in the recent 
period has broadened our eontucts 
‘and relations with the sections ofthe 
‘working class andoppressed whoare 
fighting hack. This work must con- 
tinue, Our work with City Group and 
the Non-Stop Picket and the VMDC 
continues. We are working with our 
comrades. in these campaigns 10 
build for future events. In particular 
‘we are mobilising broad support to 
‘mark the anniversary of onr comrade 
Viraj entering sanctuary in Man- 
chester. 

‘Wis for the purpose of extending 
‘our influence and political wark to 
all issues facing the working class 
‘hat we have launched our £10,000 
fund drive, 

© "So far wehave collected over £800 
‘but there is a long way to go, Our 


Se 
Following the dayschools we are 
‘mobilising forour poblic meetings in 
December Free the Framed Pri- 
‘soners to build support for the Birm- 
ingharn Six and all framed prisoners 
~ the Guildford Four, the prisoners 
‘of the uprisings, the Broadwater 
Three, miners, peace activists, On 
22 November we are supporting the 
Manchester Martyrs demonstra. 
tion and the VMDC has been invited: 
10 speak at the rally. The RCG in 
‘London és running a series of forums 
com Irekind. Our members in Glas- 
Bow held a very successful public 
‘meeting on Seottish prisons and the 
recent rooftop actions taken by the 
prisoners to draw attention to their 
appalling conditions of confinement. 


BUILD ANEW 
‘comradesin Londenhave formealthe 
MOVEMENT — ‘Aluta Choir to busk during. the 
JOIN THE RCG ‘weeks leading upto Christmas, Jum- 
‘le sales, bazaats, socials and other 
Tall our-work and activity we are evcntshavebeen organised by all our 


Ibranches Wo raise the money by Ape 
1988. 

Ifyou want to become involved in 
the fightback and contribute 10 the 
‘ullding of a new movement joa the 
ROG. 


‘dressing our politics othe oppressed 
Jn Brnain: join with the oppressed all 
‘ver the world todefeat the enemy at 
Thome and abroad British —im- 


We need £10,000 Now! 


We have raised £804.36. Spectal thanks to Mr A 
H Knott, James Butler, Michael Rawson, Brian, 
Cummings, Terry O'Halloran, Adam Sherwood 
‘and Adam Bowles. 

££9,195.64 to go. This means we need to aise 
‘over £1,500 per month to raise £10,000 by April 
4988, Rush your Xmas donation to our fund. 


‘SUPPORT THE £10,000 FUND DRIVE 
Venclose £ donation 
pledge £. ‘monthly (Please send mea 
‘standing order form) 
Iwant____copies of each issue of FRFI to sell each 
‘month. 
| want to help organise fundraising events 
Name Phone __ 
Address 


‘Moke cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and return 
this form to FREY, BCM Box 6809, Landon WCIN SXX 


* JOIN THE RCG * 


‘© Toke the side of all those struggling against imperialism— 
Join the RCG! 

‘@ A movement must be bulltin Britain in solidarity with the 
‘struggling peoples of Ireland, South Africa, Palestine, Central 
America. Help us to do this—Join the RCG! | 
‘@ A movement must be built here in Britain which stands with 
the oppressed fighting racism, repression and poverty, Help| 
us build this movemnent—doin the RCGI 

‘© movement must be built which challenges and defeats 

the treachery of the opportunist leaders of Britain's Labour 

‘and trade union movement—Join the RCG! 


{wish to joinireceive more information about the RCG 
Name a Tel 

| 
Address. || 
| __ Return to: FRFL, BCM Box 5909, London WOIN 3XX | 


a 
@ GLASNOST ON 
GLASNOST 


Dea comrades 
1 flly agre with Dale Evans” point 
thatthe processes of plasnos¢ and 
peretroika ... are of fundamental 
‘importance forthe renovation and 
modernisation of socialism, and 
shoud be taken seriously by 
communists nd socialists 
everywhere.” ( Gorbachev and Social 
Reform’ Letters FRFF October 1987) 

‘Although FRFYhas covered the 
[USSR and clear powerthe arms 
race, [agree with Dale that, ven 
thei significance forthe revolutionary 
movement, istoricl and 
conten ary eventsinthe Soviet 
Union‘Eastern Europe, have been 
rather neglected in FRET. In 7 years 
and 72ssues, thas contained the 
following: half page editorial 
statement on Poland (September 
‘October 1980): 2 pages on “War and 
the Soviet Union (May 1985); | page 
‘on Hungary 1956 (October 1986) and 
112 page reply 10a WRP critic 
(February 1987); review ofan RCP 
bok (February 1987); andthe 7 part 
‘series on the 1917 Revolution (March 
October 1987 

“That sad, Dales staining 
credibility in claiming that my article 
(USSR: Whats lasnost?) "sides 
withthe old conservative 
bureaucracies because Garbacher 
hase done things the Cuban way.” He 
tases thin my brief final paragraph 
which encarivet soggessthat here 
may bea difference interms of 
Aheoretel approach; and in 0 doing 
cms the vital qualification from my 
suggesion~*, .. without wishing to. 
stone (ie Cuba) agatns he other 
(use). 

Having nw read Gorbachev's 
“Political Report ofthe CPSU Ceatral 
Commitee the 27th Party 
Congress’ (25 Febridiry 1986) [still 
think that, although Gorbachev 
correctly describes the matureof 
“imperialism, he doesnt analyse 
concretely the problems it poses foe 
the USSR, 

Furthermore, 1 don’t think that my 
atcl, nor any other antici in FRFT 
shows. disapproval of what is 
‘aking place in he socialist world 
‘Nor an see tat any FRFTarticl has 
championed any one socialist country 
agaist any ober 

The RCG's Manifesto, The 
evolutionary road comauism in 
Briain (1984 pp 13-17) quite 
‘correctly didnot ‘adopt panicular 
socialist counry, as sectarian groups 
Ihave doe (Maoists inthe 196s; 
currently, the NCP’s pro-Moscow 
stance), But the Manifesto is, of 
necessity, writen in rather broad 
(erm: a much more detailed analysts 
ofthe history and current position of 
{he socialist countries is required, if 
the meaning of glasuas isto be 


‘ather than disapproving. 
Lam currently working on abook 00 
art ofthis question, entitled Seven 
Decades of Soviet Power. May 1 
appeal t FRFT readers to write tome 
they have access to any unusual 
Tnformation/sources, 


1 tns—NO COMMENT 


Dear FREI, 
“The British media, meanveile,scted 
asa press service forthe Colombo 
government, echoing its 

condemnations of Tamil 

Nerrorism”  ... We reject al acempts 
to blame the suffering ana srife in Sri 
Lanka on 'Tanilterorism” (ns, 
‘newspaper ofthe Revoluiooary 
‘Communist Party, I May 1987). 

"The Tigers retaliated with a campain 
of terror to drive Sinhalese setlers out 
ofthe area. By the end of September 
‘they had killed 20 Sinhalese peasants 
and uprooted 3000. Mach of last 
‘week's violence was directed against 
Sinhalese setlers .. The Tgersalso 
launches a murderous feud against 
‘heir opponents within the Tamil 
community." (ns, 16 October 1987). 
Need I say more comrades? 

Nick Lewis 

London 


1B SUPPORT THE 
PRISONERS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 


nine and a half years in jai allover 
‘England as an Irish POW) T 
‘know only too well what these Fami- 


loved one in some prisons. It really 
‘does tear you apart. Lask people and 


LETTERS 


FRFI welcomes letters from readers. Please send 
them to FRFIBCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX 


PSYCHIATRIC acapprenat bag when 
HOSPITALS — CARE Piscaropaennd une = 
ORREPRESSION? §— presen ino garicdand nomena 
Res y- Heanng voices isa symptom of 
L, schizophrenia andthe ‘cures more 
Afterbeing physically forcedi08 ——_pedication drown the voices and 
linictwice every week forfour mae you almost alep all the time 
‘months, andocked in hehouse with Being locked away by your relatives 
fhe door guarded forte restofthat othr they can ide fom the aly 
Sohligeaiatingens: esari cesar 
as: round ofa ot 
Pystiniicbooial secasseariag “egtypeges 
{othe suffering. People enter Poop fe bogie at deqreaion we 
professions withinthesystem saying allowed o experience mocking nd 
they wantto "help people's They © sarcasm from theless sensitive nurses. 
seenas caning people With “Their problems are seldom 
understanding and goodwill. Good recognise. Ther depressions seen 
sacal workers, nares and ass medical condition, Apart from 
cccupational therapists mightexist, megiation a common treatment for 
‘at most of the care im factcomes from thea is Electr-Convulsive Therapy. 
‘ther patients. Patients putendless Thisis disastrous prychologially, as 
time-and energy into eachother and itcqncsemporny los of emery. 
receive no payment forit—letalone  Tyismeans yu wil dentifyeven 
external recognition. Iryoutave been more deply withthe psychiatric 
_xpatient you willexperience stizma, —inssauion. Ifyou have Elctro- 
reganlessof how many other patients Cogvulsive Therapy, Youre kel to 
youhave helped. finds very difcl to break oot of 
"The main form of treatments your patient role, 
‘Tranguiisrs, and maybe Elecro- ji vimualy impossible to change 
‘Convubsive Therapy. Nurses re ot one's medical ecole and the 
required tosit down with ptiensand.—Peychiatrist's reason for your 
find out about them. [they dositand treatment is always valid against 
talk tothemitix on aminformal basis. yours: Moreover doctors seldom 
What they have to do instead is isagree with each ober, and most 
sconstatyreafficmwiththemthe refuse even to question ech othe. 
standards ofthe system: there is Trisisapare power strocture, (is 
something wrong with the patient und aoe exactly making anyone “better”?) 
sothe patient musttake medication. "atop ofthis, youhave the 
‘Their fates determined ty the opinion —gefensive site of hose workngin 
ofthe psychiatrist. Psychiatrists 2re he system who want to preserve ils 


not required to lean about their 
Gets. They ae just required to 


patients to affect progressiveness. Any 


"diagnose' them by their extemal independent vic f the pet is 
oa itapecoee | Sree anes. 
corresponding medication pot much ad any gemuine wish fa member af 
‘help ifyou need io talk to someone staff o achieve equality with patients, 
because youhave been raped. Fsislatadby th stem, and made 


Psychiatric hospital is actually 
means of social coarol, hough its 
approach and means it different from 
that of prisons. Is medium is 
medication which is administered to 
almostallptiems, When a patient is 


futile, Psychiatric institutions function 
to contain dissatisfaction with society, 
‘or evidence ofits destructiveness, 
Ruth Adams 


‘considered fit for discharge, 
medication takes the credit @ OOATH-TAKING 
Discharged patients become ot Dear FRFL, 

Patients and must continu totakeitin The receat decision by the Sinn Fein 


tablet ora regular injection. They and 
‘hee relatives are taught that otherwise 
‘they will havea “elapse” and have to 
be readmitted. Refusing o believe 
youarell, ot aking wo people 
(ulking) and showing anger apsinst 
thesystemare symptoms of 


‘Ard Fheis to ake the oath proposed by 
‘Tom King forthe Six Counties" local 
councillors, must cause concern 

The decision can only weaken 
efforts to mount a campaign now 
‘against te imprsitinn of any such 
special oath, Is, afterall, a question 


satus quo: People claim to represent _ 


Jocal councillors. When the intended 


targetoftheoathagresin advance to propaganda machine wo excuse the 
fakeitthenit is much moredffcultio escalation of State violence and to 
Fight against the oath ite. ‘reat conditions favourable tothe 
Sinn Fein eaders have described the development of furher repression. 
‘oath asa form of words but that ‘Violence on television is sgntic 
form of words may yetbecome a ‘Notto respond to the current debate 
‘means fr legal harassment of Sinn _tomiss.perfect opportunity of. 
Fein councillors. ‘examining and explaining the cru 
In Augost 1927 de Valera led Fianna relationship between the State and 


Fail into the Dail and signed the oath 
ofallegiance tothe Brith King. He 
called it an empty formula 


‘media tis also tallow the 
‘censorship lobby to silence the 
issenting voices of ats hostile 


Terry O'Halloran ‘he State, Black Chris the ae 
Nom London BCG night hocor refered toby Cara 
ns 2K) asthe it splatermoy 
{be scheduled on Brith televisi 
@ TELEVISION its hanning bodes il for ether, more 
EN progressive worksinthe genre, Th 
viol cE ‘Left, to its shame, failed to take 
Dear FRFL seriously the suppression of o-sl 
‘The coverage of the Hungerford ‘video nasties: don't make the same 
Xilingsin FRFY71 was both confised sake again, 
andireevan is ntemoghio. Peace, force and joy 
Simply ita fewevemsinwhich wy W Tuer 
‘numbers of people died, and then say, Humanist Party 


“well, what do you expect froma sick 
society”, There is surely amajor 


We suspect that our Hamanis frien 
Aiffereace between, say, the mass- : 


sus more concemed at missing Bla 


‘sicide at Jonestown brought about Chrismas han with the observation 
by Rev Jones" inability to resolve the we made onthe Hungerford Massa 
contradictions between Christianity (FRI 71). Ourpaper has consist 
‘and revolutionary Communism ~ and gpposed state censorship on lis 
theapparenly militaristic fantasies of fromthe struggle in Ireland, the 

Michael Ryan. To equate therwo does fightback ofblack people, the miner 
‘ot facilitate understanding of either, “rite and prest coverage o the 

nor does itoffer any direction inelligence oats; infact whereve 
forward the interests ofthe working class ar 

Perhapseven more dissppointing, stake. 
Inowerver as the total failure to We would like 1 see move volen 


‘comment on the issue of television 
‘violence’. Itseems to me thatthe 


omtelevision: thats, a honest 
coverage of how the British Army a 


‘opportunity offeredby the media's pice make a livng. However, a 
crasand censorious opening ofthis “Confused lbertaran would igh 
“debate should be seized by the Left, censorship onthe grounds ofthe rie 
twextend discussion into the very fe) ofthe Mafiacand multinationals fo 
threat that certain depictions of explita free-market in vdeo nat 
violence pose to progressive © Who does serve when he hunilc 
rmovementshereand lsewherein the of women becomes arial 
Capitalist world, celebration, when forure and murs 
Recentresearchin Americahes gre presenedas enthralling 
demonstrated that therelendlessand spectacles? You tellus, what isa 


‘ubiquitous portrayal of crime in progressive ‘splatier movie"? 


television fiction has the effect of What happened at Jonestown, 
‘exaggerating inthe mindsof viewers Guyana in 1978 when 914 people w 
the real level of violent crime in filled had nothing ro do with the ‘Re 
‘society, A belief that ‘decent citizens’ Jones's inability to resolve the 
‘are now living inavirwal sate of ‘cantradictions between Christianity 
‘sieges fostered by fiction, and ‘and revolutionary Comnunin” 
reinforced by selestiveand emotive were murdered by the CIA afer m 
news reporting. And television drama control project gor out of hand. 

‘is quite clear abouttheanswerto this. Guyanese police fad the bodies 


stoned but seemingly catastrophic 
tidal wave of rime give more 
powerstothe pie, strengthen the 
secre services, develop a new breed 
of ruthless, tough, armed protectors of 
the State, capable of aking onthe 
criminals and tbe terorss at their 
own game, 


riddled with bullets; het report we 
suppressed. Jones liased wit the 
CIA, and supplied Guyanese mins 
‘with women and drags, The C14 ha 
the bodies cremated before an aut 
‘cul be carried out. When CIA 
involvement was revealed in March 
1979 the infamous ‘suicide tapes 


Tneconletofthismesage, released an dseminated through 
‘purnped out night after night, the ‘usual channels, 

‘wildly inappropriate response of Look inside the brain of Tim Joes 
sending nthe riot squadsto deal with of Michael Ryan and ou wl find 


few minor thefts at Noting Hill 


sume Master of Ceremonies, conjur 
Carnival becomes quite acceprable in 


up the forces of fascism in defence o 


tnderstood, Having no yet carried out his spirit ives om. [elt that Thad to schizophrenia. Medication makes you of asc democratic rights - the theminds ofthe public. Television monopoly apa 
thisanlyeis, he REGhas been silent write this etter, putelcondizy.allyoerdow a ftp ucoacnrteyeiles dosaremercysehes echangins RRO ein 
= Leeds, Liverpool, ‘Anew mini fas 
ROG PUBLIC radical Woncaster Goecanraenes FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! 
MEETINGS - ‘@ TUESDAY 24 NOVEMBER WEESAREE the Framed irish Prisoners 
FREETHEFRAMED [aetyaNy = repens ees tates BUY IT, SELLIT, WEAR IT! 
attic posdek "a Guildford Four, 
PRISONERS ieeiek Poe Mn Biminghom Six, re Magu 
Snore Family frame ups 
peocap coor {sToand tena rcat 
———e case of ‘McGlaughlin, 
@ TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER — unwaged. {tis essential reading for 
7.30PM ‘SPEAKERS INVITED: ‘everybody and costs 10p. Iwant to order Ra iC 
Caxton House, St. Johns ‘The campaign is asking J badge(s) at 40p each AS: 
Way, London N19 BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY individuals and organisations | “1 sets of 10 badges at £3 per set {7 
‘Admission 50p waged/25p FIGHT RACISM {including pBp) 7/ 
unwaged FIGHT IMPERIALISM! 
‘@ WEDNESDAY 2 
DECEMBER 7.30PM 
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton 
Hill London SW2. 
‘Admission 50p waged/25p 
unwaged 


SPEAKERS INVITED: Maire 
O'Shea, Birmingham Six 
Campaign, Mike Mansfield 


© For details of 
meetings in Glasgow 
Edinburgh, Dundee. 


‘Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and send to: 
Larkin Publications, BCM Box 5909, Londan WC1N3XX 


"FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! Novernber 1987 


TAMIL PEOPLE’S WAR 


The Tamil people and thelr revolutionary vanguard the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam have fought the Sri Lankan army, the ex-SAS of 
Keeny Meeny Services, Israeli Mossad and Shin Bet agents, Paki- 
stani military advisers, South African mercenaries and now the 

_ world's fourth largest army, the Indian Army, and still they are undef- 
eated in their struggle for Tamil Eelam — a homeland. 


wlia’s assault, like the Tnvéo-Sri Lankan 
Augreeivent, has nothing to do with endin 
volence or installing democracy . peshaps: 
(000 cor more people were killed by In- 
x Jorees in October and another 


00,000 made refugees, thas everything 
» do With preventing the emergence of a 
evolutionary state in India’s own back: 

| yard, For the Indian ruling class. knows 
hata liberated Tamil Eelam would not on 

ly speed the socialist revolution through 

sat Sri Lanka but would ignite the Indian 
volution as well, putting an end to one of 

ie most bloated and corrupt bourgeoisics 
the world, which presides over the mis 

- of 700 milion people. 


‘THE DECISION TO ATTACK 

a 

| Wath leading Tiger Armirthalingam Thi- 
Jcchan's hunger strike and death on 26 

September amid widespread Tamil revolt, 

| Se Tamil people signalled that they would 
Sotaccept any stooge administration foist- 
4 upon them nor would they allow Sinha 
iese domination t continue, this time with 
Jian patronage. (see FRFI 72) 

‘Qn 28 September the-Indian and Sri 
Lankan governments appear To acknow- 
leds the Tigers’ power and granted them 
= majority of places-on the proposed In- 
som Administration for the northern and 

| astern Tamil areas. This prodicably pro- 
vaikad the wrath of the Sinhalese chauvin- 

Ss On 3 October, 17 Tiger cadres were 
peared by Sri Lankan frees off the Jaf 

peninsular. They were accused of 


farne. Despite Tiger lender Prabhakar 
Z's appeal to the Indian government for 


ren to be released, $ri Lankan Prest 
Jayewardene and National Security 
Minister Athulathrmudall demanded the 
Tigers be browght to Colombo for inter- 
| egation. This was in violation of the 
Agrecient. On 5 October as the 17 were 
| Seing taken toa Sri Lankan Air Foree plane, 
ey took the cyanide pills. Twelve of 
Sem died: two were senior Tiger eom- 
sanders. The consequences were in- 
| evitable. Prabhakaran explained that the 
_ wolence jn the eastern province “was not 
sasterminded by us. But there wasa spon- 
sscous fall-out from the killing of our 
incomalee Commander, Pulendran, 
ced former Battiealoa commander. Kum- 
ssrappa’. The Tigers issued a press state 
spent both ‘vehemently denying’ the mas- 
sscres and condemning them as “barbaric 
s=tsof violence”. Some 150-200 Sinhalese 
red, and, as with the bomb attacks on 
jllans in Colombo in April, the Sri 
snkan government spread news around 
<< world that the Tigers were the culprits, 
The Indian government took the oppor- 
unity swiflly, Sri Lankun army vehicles 
f their camps and moved in convoy with 
| ledian Army trucks through Tarr areas 
we vehicle, carrying the Superintendent 
the British-trained Sri Lankan Special 
Task Force, was blown up. On 9 October 
be Indian Defence Minister visited 
Jayewardene und announced an all-out a 
sk upon the Tatil Tigers 


‘THE DECISION TO RESIST 
ES SS SRS 
‘As.a rising world power, India thought 
that we would collapse when faced with 
their might. But this did not happen. 
Rather than giving up our arms and dy 
ing as slaves we decided to fight for 
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truth and justice. Our leader Prabhakar 
andeclared that we would rather live oa. 
cur feet than die on our knees. If 
necessary we will fall as martyrs in our 
people's struggle but we will never go 
as lambs to the slaughter, With this 
belief we took firm decision to resist 
Message from the Political Covimitiee 
of LTTE to the People of Tamil Eelam, 
Jaffna 20 October 198. 


‘The Indian Army threw a news cordon 
‘around their operations. They. said it 
would take thiee days to complete their 
exercise. The men and women of the Lib- 
cration Tigers of Tamil Eelam fulfilled the 
[promise ofthe title they have chosen. 

‘The first non-Indian government com. 
‘munication on the fighting came on 13. Oc- 
tober when 2 Red Cross official reported 
constant shelling by Indian troops, the use 
(of 120mm mortars and other heavy guns 
With indiscriminatc effect, and attacks by 
“bombers” and helicopter gunships. On 
the same day Prabhakaran offered a cease 
fire and negotiations if the India Army 
called off its assault, Jayewardene had 
declared Prabhakaran a criminal and puta 
1 million rupee price on his head. A Sri 
Lankan minister explained: If Prabhakar- 
an and all eight of his commanders are 
eliminated, then we shall be OK. Then we 
‘ean create an administration without 
them. We can call on the Tulf and Plote 
and Telo and Epef, and we shall be in 
business.”"The Indian Army maintined its 
assault on Jaffna, launching joint sorties 
with Sri Lankan belicopters, seeking 
Prahhakaran and his commanders, de- 
‘maniding unconditional surrender and ac- 
ceptance -of the Indo-Sri Lanka 
Agreement. 

Tiger resistance was fierce. From trees 
they ambushed the Tndian troops, fought 


hhand to hand, attacked them from the 
front, the rear and the sides. By 15 Gcto- 
ber Indian troops had been halted on the 
‘outskirts of Jaffna city and those in Jaffna 
fort were sill under siege. On 16 October 
the BBC World Service reported that the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Jaffna had ac- 
‘cused the Indian Army of calling on peo- 
ple to shelter in schools, temples and chur- 
‘ches and then systematically bombarding 
them. Again Prabhakaran appealed. along 
with the Red Cross, for a ceasefire and 
negotiations, 

The Indian Army commandeered civil 
sirfiners to reinforce their numbers; even- 
‘ually some 25-30,000 Indian troops were 
pitted against a Tiger force reportedly ‘oo 
more than 2,500". Truly, the Tigers and 
‘the Tamil people fought people's war as 


Many retugees fled o churches ad tempies to hide fom the fighting only to be bombarded ty the Indian Army’ 


sbown in s Channel 4 newscast on 27 Oct- 
ober: young men and women were de- 
fending the streets they lived in. The In- 
dian Army was reduced 10 crude propa 
‘ganda and brutal reprisals on the civilian 
population. Finally, when the Indian Ar- 
miy reached the centre of Jaffna, it was stil 
surrounded by ‘pockets of resistance’, and 
Prubhaksran had gone. As General Kalkat 
of India’s Southern Command sold Loren 
Jenkins of The Washington Post in Jaffna 
‘on 24 October: “We really don't know 
how many'have been killed .. . we hon- 
eaily don’t know how many people we are 
actually facing here’. A Sri Lankan mili 
tary official added. “Personally, Ithink the 
‘main groups have slipped away to fight 
anather day 

The Tiger leadership and cadres will 


‘now be regrouping. ‘They fought under 
ground from 1973-83 before achieving 
their liberated territories. The Indian Ar- 
‘my soust neutralise the Tigers if itis 10 
secure its relationship with the Sinhulese 
ruling class und muintuin Jayewardene's 
regime. This requires it to construct a 
vinblelternative leadership of the Tamil 
peoplé.to that of the Tigers. This in turn 
‘will require concessions fron the Sinha 
ese ruling class which miay prove to be ex- 
plosive. IF itfails w achieve this, and con- 
Hinues to refuse to negotiate with the 
Tigers. then its huge forces will founder 
‘and sink in the quicksands of a people's 


Vicsoryto the Tamil Tigers! 
Build solidarity with Tamil Eelam! 


Left wing imperialism 


‘Revolutionary socialism is my political philosophy. By socialism I 
mean the construction of an egalitarian society where there is no 
class contradiction and exploitation of man by man, a free rational 
society where human freedom and rights are protected and progress 
enhanced. Che Guevara is the guerrilla leader who inspires me 
most.’ Vellupilial Prabhakaran, Commander of Liberation Tigers of 


Tamil Eelam. 


‘The FMLN of El Salvador. the PLO. and 
the National Democratic Front of the Phil 
pines all support the ‘Tamil national liber- 
ation struggle. The British and tndian rut 
ing classes understand its revolutionary 
character, but the British left, almost to an 
‘organisation. viify the Tamil Tigers with 
the kind of language they usually reserve 
for the Irish national liberation struggle. 

‘The Guardian's 8 October editorial 
“These Tigers are Wild’ set the fore. Thus, 
‘Earlier 13 Tamils suspected of smuggling 
arms killed themselves in government cus- 
tody with cyanide capsules like so many 
Nazis....this entirely voluntary (and 
thoroughly stupid) act of selfimmolation 
in the cause of spurious martyrdom. Peo- 
ple like these are beyond the reach of 
reason,” But not, presumably. out of the 
reach ofthe Indian army, 

‘This paper covered Amnesty Interna: 
tional’s repor listing the Sri Lankan state 
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among the Seven worst torturers in the 
work. When the European Resistance 
partisans took their own lives upon the 
point of capture inonderto save the lives of 
ozeasof their comrades would The Guar- 
dian call thern stupid? Would it use their 
self-serifice as ‘proof’ of their guilt? No. 
bot then the Tigers are Asian, not Euro- 
pean, und they are 


Labour Party sup- 
porters. is uniquely placed 10 cause maxi- 
mum damage to the cause of solidarity 
with oppressed people's struggles. When 
the left pucrots its prejudices you cam un- 
derstand just how far the racist, colonial 
mentality bas seeped through British 


Thus the Morning Star, also on 8 Qcto- 
ber: “Yesterday's sectarian massacres of 
‘Sinhalese civilians in eastern Sri Lanka by 
the LTTE have shown the organisation up 
in its true colours.’ The Morning Star is 
shown up regurgitating Indian Army press 
releases, It regards all Tamil resistance to 
Sinhalese chauvinism as reactionary: “The 
Tamil ‘Tigers’ leadership has regarded 
pogroms, hunger strikes and suicides as 3 
‘means of pressing home its drive for hege- 
mony. they have not abandoned their 
‘separatist aims, which threaten Sri 
Lanka's national integrity as well as the 
future of the Tamil population.” Never- 
mind the repealed anti-Tamil pogroms, the 
10,000 Tamils murdered by British train- 
ced troops since 1983, the 300,000 Tamil 
refugees scattered across the globe since 
1980, for the Morming Star tisthe Tamils” 
fault for resisting and thereby threatening 
Sri Lanka's national integrity, and thus 
British imperialism. 

Socialist Worker. a usual, is above it 
all: “Tragically, the Tamil Tigers have 
tumed increasingly to the tacties of their 
‘oppressors - random communal —_vio- 
Jence.-H has taken the Tigers many 
{ears 10 degenerate into crude terror tac~ 
‘tes’. Replace ‘Tamil Tigers’ with ‘IRA’ 
‘or ‘black lumpca proletariat’ and the same 
formula has been sed a hundred times by 
Socialist Worker. 

Trueto formthe 16 October the neiftep 
stepped into line and announced: “The 
‘Tigers retaliated with a campaign of ter- 


ror to drive Sinhalese settlers out of the 
area... The Tigers also launched a 
murderous feud against their opponents 
‘within the Tamil community 


THE STAND OF THE RCG 
Die oa 


The British lett has no intention of building 
solidarity withhe Tarnil national struggle. 

It has never understood imperialism, the 
difference between the nationalism of the 
oppressed-and that of the oppressor. Fort, 
nationalism is the staff of Mussolini, and 
Thatcher: reactionary. They cannot see 
that the lesson of Vietnam, Cuba, etc. is 
that the right of nations to self-determina- 
tion, the national democratic revolution, is 
the first necessary step in the construction 
of socialism, 

Further, the British left ig selective 
about which national liberation. move- 
ments it supports, The more remote they 
are from directly challenging British im- 
perialism, the more willing the British left 
is to support chem ~ if only in words; the 
more “tame the movement, the more they 
‘can see in itthe reseniblance of their own, 
British Labour movement, the more 
charitable they can be: “This is British 
chauvinism. 

The stand of the RCG is to support the 
struggle of oppressed peoples against im- 
pperialism wherever they may be, however 
‘hey may choose to go about it. 


Trevor Rayne 
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